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A COUNTERFEIT proves the existence of 
the genuine. 


A PLEASANT countenance is like a gleam 
of sunshine after a clouded sky. 


Care should be exercised in forming a 
habit, for there may be at the base of it a 
lurking devil, . 


CLEANLINESS is said to be next to godli- 
ness, and it is certainly far better than 
bigotry or self righteousness. 


Great care should be exercised in setting 
examples before children, for it is like sow- 
ing seed that will germinate and bring 
forth good or evilfrait after many days. 


Ler the slave of whisky or tobacco 
save the money he spends on them, put- 
ting it in an improvised savings bank in 
his own home, and at the ond of the year 
he will be eurprised at the result. 


No one is so poor that he cannot help 
Sanother. A look, a word of sympathy, a 
ord of advice, a small favor, though triv- 
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ial in themselvos, reach the heart and 
soften the asperities of life. They cost 
nothing, and enrich the giver. 


Tne newly married should not expect to 
“go and do as they please” and still retain 
the respect and love of their companion. 
It is the little things, after all, that make 
up the sum total of home attractions, and 
it is not the parade of affection that holds 
the heart. 


“SPIRITUALISM shows tha tall forms of 
worship and belief that do not conform to 
natural law and truth are transient and 
temporary, and must pass away and give 
place to those that unite the past with the 
present, and of necessity continue the 
link of union with the future.. Spiritual 
gifts are for all ages and all people with- 
out respect to nationality, sex or color; 
equality in the futuro being the order with 
all persons, where capacity and conditions 


| are equal.” 


As the world has various and complex 
motions, so are there complex existences 
within and without the world; but it 
requires a complex set of senses with which 
to become cognizant of them, and these 
are acquired only by the law of growth or 
development. When we have done with 
one world we are ushered into another, 
and that other world may occupy compara- 
tively the same space as the one we left, 
but be subject to another and a different set 
of senses. Science so called reaches only 
the natural, the physical, or the life we live 
in, and cannot perceive that complex lifo 
which we have many reasons to believe is 
all around us. 


REGRET. 


Too many of us consider ourselves pre 
pared to enter the next world, simply 
because we have committed no flagrant 
crimes, such as the world would call mur- 
der, theft, or the like. We are too apt to 


NO. 11. 
lose sight of, and ignore that higher law, 
Spoken of by Jesus of Nazareth, ( Matthew 
v: 22 and 28 ) meaning that the desire to do 
4 wrong is as reprehensible as to actually 
commit that wrong. If our every thought 
is registered on the retina, as it were, of 
our brain, and if we carry with us into the 
world beyond, all that has transpired in 
our minds, how carefully should we govern 
our thoughts, as well as our actions; for 
we are assured by those who have passed 
through tho change called death, that 
thoughts are entities and can be read “over 
there,” whether uttered or not. 

Not only should we be careful to com- 
mit no act for which we will be obliged to 
suffer, but we should exercise the greatest 
caution lest we imbibe pernicious doctrines, 
false or erroneous ideas, super stitious 
views,—all unjust to God, our Father, and 
man, our brother. á 

We should regard all mankind, of every 
race, kindred and tongue, of every degree, 
high and low, as 


‘*Parts of one stupendous whole, 
Whose body nature is, and God the soul,’’ 


All humanity is on the ascending grade 
and it is only a question of time and 
development, when the lowest will be 
where we are to-day; where we will be in 
the future, rests entirely upon ourselves, 
and by assisting others up the ladder of 
truth, we also add to our own advancement 


For kindly deeds, like fruitful seeds, 
Always reward the sower, 

And unlike wheat that’s mixed with cheat, 
They always pay the grower. 


In conversing with those who have 
passed over, we have found that the major 
ity express more regret for not having 
taken advantage of their opportunities than 
for any other thing. 

They regret having lived almost exclu- 
sively for self, or those immedfately con- 
nected with self, and for having imbibed 
narrow and contracted views of God, our 
Father, and His dealings with His earthly 
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children. The idea that He could or would 
abandon a single human soul to its fate, 
is to those who have passed over, prepos- 
terous, They see all humanity linked to- 
gether, and not one link can be spared 
from the grand chain, that was forged by 
the Creator Himself, and they know that 
He will draw allto Him, until the last link 
is there, sound and porfect as the links, or 
laws, that bind the universe together. 

How important it is, then, that we watch 
ourselvesin this life—examine ourselves, 
and see where we stand ? If one has over- 
reached his neighbor, it is theft—let him 
go quickly and rectify the wrong. Let us 
be true and honest, and then when we 
come to square accounts with the viceger- 
ant of God, our conscience which is within 
us, we will have little to regret. 


THE NEW YORK “WORLD” HAS 
“HX POSED.” * 
The “Sunday, May 16” issue of this 


well known journal hadan extensivestory, | 


covering nearly a page, illustrated, of how 
“the tricks and traps of a medium” were 
“exposed.” As to the mediums concerned 
we know nothing but what we have heard, 
and therefore have nothing to say for or 
against them personally. LIGHT IN THE 
West will not knowingly support fraud 
nor excuse deception, either when prac- 
ticed by so called mediums, or when found 
elsewhere. Whatever the World desires to 
do honestly and truthfully, for the pur- 
pose of bringing the guilty to justice, and 
warning the innocent and too credulous 
publie, and imparting to them information 
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ricated pieces of falsehood and ignorance 
by fair minded people who read and think 
for themselves. In speaking of Spiritual- 
ism he says: 

‘Tt is impossible, in view of the secrecy al- 
most. invariably maintained to make even an 
approximate estimate of their numbers.* * * 
A large proportion of the advocates of Spirit- 
ualism and materialization are brought fromthe 
ranks of those who previously doubted all re- 
ligion, and even doubted the immortality of 


the soul. * * * Still, many highly cultivated | 


men as Robert Dale Owen have affirmed 


their profound conviction of the truth of the 
manifestations.” 
Now is it possible to assert from whence 


a “large proportion” of these believers 
come, when we can not get even an “ ap- 
proximate estimate” of their number ? 
Perhaps the two classes first mentioned 


are those with whom the World is most | 
| familliar, and seeing their ranks being 


deserted by many for the better field of 
Spiritualism, it concludes that but a few 
are coming from the Christian, better 
educated and more enlightened classes. 
Let us smile, and pass on to where it 


| makes the assertion that— 


which will help to make them capable of | 
discovering fraud and deception, we en- | 


dorseit to that end. Such work on the part 
of any paper, for this purpose, is not only 
good for the people, but is quite as bencfi- 
cial to pure and honest Spiritualism. 

But when the World prefaces what 
might be its proper work with a whole 
column of sweeping condemnation and 
ridicule of Spiritualism in its entirety, it 
manifests ignorance, and shows plainly 
that the work was done for a mere time- 
serving purpose, The first act of this 
“man of the World,” in his dramatic and 
extremely sensational “ exposure” is to 
“strike an attitude.” This attitude may 
be applauded by the hand-clapping por- 
tion of society, but the declarations which 


he sets forth as truths in his position will | 


be accounted as nothing but clap-trap, fab- 


* Since writing the above we received a communication in 
relation to this subject, which appears on another page of 
this issue, 


“Until the spirits of the departed shall come 
to us without our having to pay a medium $2 
per visit, there will always be a doubt in the 
mind of the honest investigator.” 


Now is there any reason why the spirit 
world should force its mediums to pər- 
form work in relation to their fellow men 
without earning and receiving that which 
will feed and ciothe the natural body ? 
Why not denounce the payment of salaries 
to ministers upon the same principle? Is 
not the workman worthy of his meat? 
Bacause some ministers are frauds is no 
reason why the whole brotherhood in the 
ministry of the Christian Church should 
be sentenced to hard labor during life 
without any conpensation. God does not 
require it nor any one else, unless it is the 
World and “a certain rich man” who 
died and lifting up his eyes in hell, imme- 
diately wanted the menial services of poor 
Lazarus, to carry a message back to his 
ignorant, frolicking friends who, like him- 
self, had been too bigoted and selfish to 


believe the truth shown them, and too lazy | 


to seek it themselves, 
should be answered like as the rich man 
was:— ‘If they will not believe with the 
teaching afforded them, neither would they 
believe though the spirits spake to them 
in person’—yes, if a legion of spirits should 
come to the World, its “artist” would 


Truly, the World | 


strike a still more tragic attitude, and it | 


would be heard like the “ horse leeche’s 
daughters” crying, “ More evidence—free 


| 


to us as air and water.” 

There are a great many who instead of 
being intelligent believers in this truth of 
Spiritualism, are simply blind devotees to 
phenomena, and are easily carried away 
by the various phenomenal frauds who,to 
increase their gain, attach themselves to 
it, and pander to the cravings of sensu- 
ous people, It is sad to contemplate the 
multitudes who, at least for the hour, al- 
low themselves to encourage and give 
their money to support such things: one 
night fanning their own deceptions to en- 


| thusiasm in a dark “circle,” and the next 


Sunday rush to the news-stands with their 
pennies, to buy and devour the illustrated 


| Sensational expose. These we pity, just 


as we do the misguided heathen who cast 
themselves before the car of Juggernaut or 
worship in the Mosque of Omar, the blind 
devotees at the sbrine of Lorretto, or 
those who in bigoted ignorance believe an 
absurd Protestant dogma, instead of giy- 
ing their hearts over to the spiritual truths 
taught, There are some false propositions 
that only need tobe stated when their false- 
hood and decoption become apparent, and 
this is so of the last paragraph ofthe gen- 
eral remarks in this “ expose” sensation. 
We quote in fall : 

“It is noticeable that modern spirit mate- 
rializers are much lower in tone than those 
of twenty or thirty years since. We are not 
treated to learned discourses on the spirit visits 
recorded in ancient and modern history. They 
do not try to teach theurgical dogmas or ele- 
vate our minds by showing the poetical beanty 
of a communion with our beloved dead, or at- 
tempt by the manifestations to furnish actual 
demonstrations of the soul’s immortality and 
the conditions and laws of the post-mortem 
existence. Their posthumous remarks are 
confined to statements of their own inability 
to control, create or even understand the phe- 
nomena, because the mediums, without ex- 
ception, are uneducated and unfit for a busi- 
ness which requires remarkable acnteness and 
tact.” 

Can it be possible that this assertion 
comes from ignorance on the part of the 
World, or is it given as a bare faced lie to 
assist the theatrical pose of the “ Artist,” 
while it knows there are hundreds of or- 
ganized societies, very many of whom are 
of the most eminent and cultivated people, 
in New York and other cities and towns 


| in the United States, many of them hav 


ing halls and largo buildings devoted en- 
tirely to their use and from the platforms 
of which emanate every week clear and 
specific declarations of spiritualistic doc- 
trine, pure in principle, cultivated in ex- 
pression and elevating in tone? All this 
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rr 
occupied much of our thoughts and work | phy, and religion of Modern Spiritualism, 


and much more is at least thirty times 
greater than it was thirty years ago. 

It is no wonder that superstitious error 
and bigotry darken and enslave the’public 
mind so much. when we see such whole- 
sale falsehood and egotistical ignorance 
finding a place in the columns ofa journal 
so widely circulated. The fact is we have 
but little confidence in the elaborate “ex- 
pose” story, prefaced as it is with the 
foregoing remarkable assertions. 


A MODEL LETTER. 
Spiritualists, like other people, have 
many things to learn, and some things 
which many of us know in part have 
another part in which there is great room 
for improvement. One, and not the least 
either, of these things is, How to write a 


letter. 
It would seem a very simplo matter and 


yet it would take a large book in which to 
make a complete record of the mistakes in 
letters that have come in only to LIGHT IN 
THE West for the last six months. Yet if 
it were not for these letters and other 
encouragement the paper would be dcad 
to-day. Many mistakes are very amusing 
but it shows a want of good breeding to 
point out to another the errors in a letter 
received, for the purpose of laughing at 
them. To us it brings, rather, a feeling of 
sadness because it indicates more or less 
imperfection and our sympathy is at once 
aroused, for we see that the writers have 
needed advantages or have not improved 
the privileges they had which is still worse. 
When the letter which we have taken the 
liberty to copy below, came in this morn- 
ing, we felt cheered not only because it had 
a dollar in it, but mainly because it told 
what our friend in Maine wanted and then 
quit, 


Fairfield, Maine, May 21, 1886. 
MR. S. ARCHER, 


Dear Sir; — Enclosed is a draft on New York for one dol- 
lar. Please send me a copy of LIGHT IN THE WEST one 


year and then stop. 
Direct to E. W. McF., 


Fairfield, Maine. 

Here isa man who has something to say. 
He knows what it is. He states that in as 
few words as possible and then stops. 
There is no room left for a misunderstand- 
ing. Now we say to our friends that this 
letter is not perfect yet, but it ie a good 
model. How nearly do we approach it in 
our every day letters; and in our articles 
written for the papers also? How are our 
children learning to think, and to talk and 
to write? In fact, a thought about the 
children was a principal object we had in 
quoting this letter, 

‘The proper training of children has. 


| Baconian method of discovering truth. 


for the last fifteen years. 
mothers, take this letter subject up and | 
think aboutit; you love your children, lay 
this letter before them and talk to them 
about it. Teach them all you know and 
show them how to learn what you do not 
know. Do not letthem grow out of your 
reach without knowing how to write a | 
letter. 


For Light in the West, 


A PRESENT NEED IN SPIRITUALISM. 


BY PROF. HENRY KIDDLE, 


What is especially needed at present is, 
that the advocates of Spiritualism would 
carefully draw the line between fact and 
inference, As to the facts which prove the 
oxistence of the human spirit after physi- 
cal dissolution, there can be but little dis- 
pute among those who are properly ac- 
quainted with them: but as to the deduc- 
tions which may be, immediately or re- 
motely, drawn from them, there may be 
as many opinions as there are believers 
in the facts, and it may require a much 
longer experience and observation than 
any have yethad to determine which of 
them is correct, 


Thus, for example, the phenomena that | 


seem to indicate the existence and activ- 
ity of what are usually called evil spirits, 
and their agency in causing obscession, or 
possession, are not denied; but in regard 
to their interpretation there is a very wide 
difference of opinion, one class of observ- 
ers and thinkers utterly refusing to attri- 
bute the manifestations to evil spirits, and 


denying their existence or their power to | 


influence humanity. 
Here we have a question for calm and 


| logical discussion, not, as is too often the 


case, for intemperate, acrimonious dispu- 


tation, accompanied with the hurling of | 


strong epithets and an assumption of in- 
fallibility on one side with accusations of 
irrationality, if not semi-idiocy as to the 
other. Postiveness or dogmatism such as 


this has served to bring the cause of spir- | 


itual truth into opprobrium among its en- 
emies, and has greatly impaired itastrength 
and obstructed its progress. We need, in 
the consideration of such questions, a per- 
fectly dispassionate and rational colla- 
tion and consideration of all the available 


Father and | the line should be drawn, as exactly as 


possible, between what we have observed 
—what we really now —and what we only 
opine. 

It would bea grand achievement if by 


| the end of the present century the scien- 
| tife and religious world should be brought 


generally to accept our main proposition, 
with only the most necessary or obvious 
of its corrollaries—if but the great fact of 
demonstrated immortality should be so 
authoritively accepted, and admitted into 
the realm of established scientific truth, as 


| not to admit of further controversy, just 


as is now the circulation of the blood, go 


| long and so violently sconted by learned 


physiologists. 
That great progress is being made in 
this direction none can doubt who are con- 


| . . . 
| versant with the growing accumulations 


facts that bear on the subject, and then a ` 


careful induction of the principle or prin- 
ciples, which they explain. This isthe. 


So in all the various questions that have | 
arisen in the study of the science, philoso- | 


of recorded and well-attested facts, the in- 
crease in the number of thoughtful men 
and women who are being convinced of 
the mighty fact of spirit manifestation— 
mighty, I say, for it is the center from 
which radiates a force that is fast revolu- 
tionizing the religious, social, and intel- 


| lectual systems of the civilized world. 


New converts to Spiritualism are how- 
ever puzzled, amazed, and chilled in their 


| ardent support of this wonderful revela- 


tion of the spirit world to man, by notic- 
ing, as they look around upon those who 
for years have been gazing at these in- 
structive exhibitions of spirit power and 
intelligence, that there is so much discord 
among them, so much contrariety of view, 
and so much acrimonious disputation. 
Would this be the case if the adherents 


| of the movements—and erpecially the pub- 


lic teachers engaged in it—would more 
carefully analyze what they set forth, sep- 
arating fact from mere opinion, and be- 
ing a little more copions in their attesta- 
tions of the former, and less positive in 
their enforcement of the latter, and especi- 
ally more respectful toward the views of 
others ? 

This great spiritual cause is really in 
the hands of the higher powers, and we 
can be, at the best, only their servants 


| and instruments on earth, doing here what 


they in their loftier sphere of disembodied 
being cannot do themselves, but can only 
inapire to have done by the influx which 
they can shed down upon us, and not only 
upon us but on those in the intermediate 
spheres, who are all, perhaps uncon- 
sciously, doing that higher, wiser, better 
will, as these higher spiritual powers are 
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themselves doing the Supreme Will. 

It is unfortunate when the folly and 
self-will of those who havebeen so highly 
favored as to have been called to this work 
interfere with its progress,—unfortunate 
to themselves chiefly ; for the work must 
and will be done, though many who are 
called to do it may prove unworthy, and 
abandon their mission. Worthy workers 
will ever be sought for, and some will al- 
ways be found. The promise made in an- 
cient revelation needs no special renewal 
in the new: “ Be thou faithful unto death, 
andI will give thee a crown of life.” 


HOME SWEET HOME, 
[Given inspirationally April 10th 1886.] 

The thoughts on this theme are so many 
and crowding, that it is difficult to give 
expression, for if there is an earthly pleas- 
ure recalled to the thoughts, it is that of 
the happy childhood’s home. It is not tho 
building, nor its surroundings, but the 
delightful associations connected in the 
memory. Here is the starting point of 
love, pure love : the little babe is received, 
sheltered, embraced in the arms of love, 
watched through childhood, carefully 
trained, and when sufficiently developed, it 
must try its own powers and leave tho 
parental roof. Earnest prayers follow the 
footsteps of the wanderer, for the home 
love is the tie that binds soul to soul; and 
when far away from those scenes so indeli- 
bly impressed on the youthful miad, how 
often some trifling circumstance, the twit- 
tering of birds, the refrain of some old 
familiar song, will bring the homo vividly 
to the recollection, the mind’s eye, of the 
absent one,—and for what do they long? 
It is that they crave the peace of mind, the 
charm of innocence and purity, before the 
cares of the world, the whirlwind of pas- 
sion have entered and ruled the thoughts. 
Many a mariner, many a soldier in the 
silent watches of the night will indulge in 
mental visions of the still precious home; 
the kindly, loving face of each individual 
that endeared that home is called up in 
review, father, mother, sisters, brothers,— 
ah! even the aged grandparents, and the 
dear old retainers take their place and fill 
in the picture. 

When our minds are ina state to enjoy 
these recollections, how vividly, how 
strongly shine the blessings the Eternal 
Father has provided, The love begun on 
earth is continued in spirit life; only let 
each individual keep the thoughts pure, 
that the re-union may be intense joy, not 
embittered by thoughts or acts of selfish- 


ness, but as the little children lived in an 

atmosphere of love, so shall the spiritual 

meeting be in love, harmony and peace. 
St. Louis, Mo. Ye ES: 


THE FATHER-LAND. 
[ Translated from the German by Henry Mills.] 

Know ye the land—on earth "twere vainly 

sought,— 
To which the heart in sorrows turns its thought? 
Where no complaint is heard,—tears never 

flow,— 
The good are blest,—the weak with vigor glow ? 
Know ye it woll? 

For this, for this, 


All earthly wish or care, my friends, dismiss? 


Know ye the way—the rugged path of thorns? 

His lagging progress there the trav’ler mourns; 

He faints, he sinks, — from dust he cries to 
Gop— 

“O shorten, Father, now the weary road!” 


Know ye it well? 
It guides, it guides, 
To that doar land, where all we hope abides. 


Know ye that friend? — In him a man you 
see ; — 

Yet more than man, more than all men is He: 

Himself, before us, trod the path of thorns, 

To pilgrims now his heart with pity turns. 

Know ye him well? - 

His hand, his hand 


Will safely bring us to that Father-land. 
Craus Harms. 


A FEW FACTS FOR SPIRITUALISTS 
TO DIGEST. 

To the dear readers of LIGUT IN THE 
West :— Having recently received a letter 
from a friend, a resident of St. Louis, also 
an earnest Spiritualist, containing inform- 
ation in regard to the spiritual outlook in 
that city, I feel moved to take up my woa- 
pon once more in defence of our boloved 
philosophy, and 1 know you will all agree 
with me, that there is need of abler pens 
than mine, moving in tho same direction, 
when I give youa few of the points which 
the letter referred to contained, ( Mr. Edi- 
tor, if I am too presumptious, you know 
revenge is swect, and there stands the 
waste basket.) 

Fact first is, that, ‘ there aro estimated 
to be ten thousand adherents to the cause 
of Spiritualism in the city of St Louis.” 
Fact second ; “ There is not a single Spir- 
itual organization worthy of the name in 
all this body of Spiritualists.” Fact third ; 
“ There is not one hall or lecture room in 
the city dedicated solely to the promulga- 
tion of this glorious truth, although there 
are eminent writers, speakers, and num- 
crous mediums among them. There is no 
organized effort to advance the cause and 
keep it before the people, as it seems they 


might do with all these advantages, until 

the masses were either compelled to ac- 
knowledge its truth, or repudiate the evi- 
dence of their own senses.” And the last 
fact, which seems to me the most signifi- 
cant of all, is the one that “among ten 
thousand professed Spiritualists, there is 
only one spiritual publication, and that is- 
sued (at present) only twice a month, for 
want of proper support. To be sure there 
is one palliation; the paper makes up in 
quality what it lacks in quantity.” And 
now I wish to present one thing more for 
your consideration,—it is this : my infor- 
mant tells me there are parties in the cast 
who, attracted by the brightness of our 
western ‘ Light,” are trying to secure its 
removal to more congenial surroundings. 

Oh Spiritu alists, awake from your lethal 
sleep. Arouse yourselves from the in- 
different state into which you seem to have 
fallen, for it means death to our cause, and 
mental stagnation to your souls. Arouse 
and review the situation asit here pre- 
sentsitself. Shall westand by with folded 
hands, and with a look of patient resig- 
nation on our faces say, “ God’s will be 
done,” and let our one “ light” go out, and 
darkness reign once more? Heaven and 
the angel hosts forbid. Friends, this is not 
a question for our editor, manager, or pub- 
lishers, but for you and me, for every Spir- 
itualist in the land, individually and col- 
lectively. It is not the editor’s or the pub- 
lisher’s paper, but it is yours and mine; 
an avenue through which we may express 
our thoughts, a weapon with which to 
right our wrongs, and defend ourselves 
from that monster, ecclesiastical] rule, and 
mental thraldom. And it rests with us, 
you and me, to make it what we want it 
to be, to raise it to a height where its rays 
may reach to the farthest corners of this 
dark earth; light up the highways and by- 
ways; make glad the waste places; bring 
joy and comfort to the hearts of carth’s 
bereaved and suffering ones, — a noble 
mission, truly, and ono that brings its 
own reward. This work is for us to do; 
each and every reader of this paper can 
help in his or her own way: be it much 
or little, great or small, financially, mor- 
ally, mentally, or physically, your sup- 
port must be given to this messenger 
which is to bear these truths to those who 
need them most. 

I think every intelligent person will 
bear me out in saying, that inno way can 
we reach the masses so effectually as 
through a well supported, bright, clean, 
moral paper, devoted to the cause we want 
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to sce advanced. Wo want this paper to 
stand at the head, to enjoy the largest 
circulation of any publication in the land. 

We want to sec the signatures of our 
ablest writers, the thoughts of the deepest 
thinkers, the logic of the best reasoners, 
scattered over its fair pages, and messages 
from pure and exalted spirits to brighten 
like jewols each issue. We want it to con- 
tain all that is brightest and best in both 
worlds,—in fact, nothing short of porfec- 
tion will satisfy us,—and last, but not 
least, we want an easy chair, a fan and 
plenty of leisure in which to peruse, un- 
disturbed, its soul inspiring pages, Then 
when we have read the last article, we can 
lay it down with a satisfied sigh and say : 
What a foast for the soul. 


Of course thore is no need for us to think 
about the mental and physical labor ne- 
cessary to produce such a paper. Mavn’t 
we paid a dollar tor a year’s issue; and 
isn’t that a generous recompense? Why, 
the editor ought to be grateful to us for 
patronizing his paper. You know Spir- 
‘tualism isn’t very popular at present, and 
when some friend more fearless than the 
rest asks, “ Why don’t you write some of 
your experiences with mediums, and the 
wonderful things that have come under 
your observation since you began to in- 
vestigate the phenomena? You have en- 
joyed such rare opportunities, and expe- 
rienced so much that would be interesting 
to other seekers after truth,” you are hor- 
rified at the suggestion, and declare you 
could not for a moment think of comprom- 
ising your name and reputation by writ- 
ing for a spiritual paper. Why youknow 
people who write for them are called cranks 
and infidels, and ostracized by polite so- 
ciety; and then too, there are so many 
among the spiritual ranks that we do not 
approve of,—it would never do to identify 
ourselves with such a class. Perhaps you 
take a second thought, and say, ‘I really 
have had some wonderful and convincing 
experiences; I might write under a nom 
de plume, and nobody would be any wiser,’ 
Yes, dear friend, if you are wealthy and 
influential, don’t use any of your wealth 
or influence to encourage the editer of a 
spiritual paper, let him struggle on alone. 
Adversity is good for the soul, and you 
have the comforting assurance that “truth 
crushed to the earth will rise again.” No 
matter if it has to lie dormant another 
thousand years, waiting for all the moral 
cowards to die, and arace of people to 
spring up who will be brave enough to 
stand by the truth wherever they find it, 


and at whatever cost,—better this than 
that you should place yourself honestly 
and fearlessly before the world—why, 
some one might sneer at you. Well, 
Friends, I am degenerating into sarcasm, 
in my efforts to express all I feel on this 
subject, and as the last issue of LIGHT IN 
THE West says “a sarcastic woman isa 
pest,” I shall be obliged to change my 
tactics. 

How often do we hear the remark (a 
truthful one) : “ The worst enemics of Spir- 
itualism are to be found in its own ranks,” 
and that “Spiritualists, as a class, aro not 
of the most moral and respected type.” 
Now is it not our own fault that such re- 
marks are made? Is it not because the 
more refined, educated, intellectual, re- 
spected wealthy and popular believers take 
2 back seat, and allow Spiritualism to be 
represented to the world by a class who 
do not understand even the first prin- 
ciples of this glorious philosophy, and 
who seem to think that tho height and 
depth of Spiritualism can be expressed in 
the one word, phenomena? And while I 
would not for one instant depreciate the 
value of the tinniest rap that ever was 
produced through spirit agency, I ask you 
to consider what Spiritualism would be, 
robbed of its science and philosophy. A 
sorry figure, truly, and yet this is the 
garb in which it is oftenest presented to 
the world, and will be until the better 
class of Spiritualists shall come to the res- 
cue, organize themselves into societies for 
the advancement of its truth, place it be- 
fore the people in its true light, and give 
it the support which it richly deserves and 
which it is only simple justice to give it. 

With all tho natural advantages which 
the ten thousand Spiritualists of the city 
of St, Louis have at their command, what 
could not be accomplished for our cause, 
if every speaker, writer, medium and _ be. 
liever in the philosophy would for the 
space of one year, devote their spare time 
and energies to disseminating its truths. 
What a revolution they would bring about} 
Darkness would vanish like dew before 
the morning sun, and where before ignor- 
ance and fear held sway, libeaty, joy and 
gladness would reign; many and many a 
home darkened by shadows which the 
death of some loved one cast over it, would 
be brightened by gleams from the spirit 
world; sad hearts would be made glad by 
the touch of loving fingers, burdens lifted 
from weary souls; wanderers led back to 
virtue’s pleasant paths; our LIOHT IN THE 
West a light for the whole world; and 


over all the songs of the invisible hos 

bearing us up and urging us on to still 
higher and loftier thoughts and deeds, un- 
til when we enter spirit life we shall not 
be confronted by neglected opportunities, 
and duties unperformed, but shall real- 
ize as never before the blessed truth, that 
“it is better to give than to receive.” 

Our treasures would not be of yellow 
dust, or of glittering gems of earth, but 
kindly thoughts and kindlier deeds, whose 
glory is unfading as the star-gemmed por- 


| tals of our spirit home, where friends long 


gone shall stand with outstretched arms 
to welcome us; and o’er our weary hearts 
sweot peace shall fall, as through the 
spheres is echoed once again the sweet 
refrain of “ Welcome Home.” 
Mrs. F. W. Tospr. 
Humburg, Iowa, May 23rd 1886. 


Transcribed for Light in the West, 
USEFULNESS. 


[Given iuspirationally March 13th 1856, and addressed to 
the mediumin answer to her complaint that she was of no use.] 


The most insignificant being in the 
universe has its use, fills its place, and ful- 
fills the purpose for which it was designed ; 
how much more important must be the 
services rendered by beings gifted with 
divine intelligence. Not a word spoken 
with the view of assisting another is lost ; 
kind looka and sympathy help others by 
lightening their burdens, renewing the 
hopes of a blissful termination to all earthly 
sorrows The influence of example is ines- 
timable even when no results are perceived 
by the exemplar. The teaching is not 
stopped while these instructions are com- 
municated, only the method is changed in 
accordance with changed circumstances. 
When the bodily powers fail, and can no 
longer assist neighbors, the mind can still 
retain its power, and its usefulness is con- 
tinued. 

The band go on endeavoring to incul- 
cate the love of purity in thought, word 
and deed, for it is only by continued 
repetition that these ideas obtain a perma- 
nent settlement in the minds of those 
environed within earth’s surroundings ; so 
must our friends, while on earth, persevere 
in their endeavors, instead of being dis- 
couraged because the results are not seen. 
Remember, our work must be faithfully 
done that our conscience may be satisfied, 
knowing we have done the best we could. 
Others may have greater talents, better 
opportunities, but all are limited and can 
only do the best they know,—the ultimaie 
benefit is sure. We see the analogy in 
scattering seed, it must sink into the earth, 
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remain in silence and darkness until the 
appointed time, when the softening, stimu- 
lating influences of earth have produced 
the development of the vegetation nec- 


essary for the sustenance of all earth’s | 
creatures; and if the earthly nature is thus | 


cared for, there can be no doubt that the 
mental exertions to elevate the spiritual 
nature of man will eventually accomplish 
the work, not thoroughly understood, till 
reviewed after the veil has been rent, and 
the freed spirit appreciates its nature and 
destiny. Ngee 
St. Louis, Wo. 


MATERIALIZATION FRAUDS. 

Some friend has sent us a New York 

World of the 16 inst., with a flaming ac- 
count of a materialization exposure, or 
fraud. We do not know who the kind 
friend was, but what may have been news 
to him in the exposure of a fraud, was no 
news to us, as we have long been satis- 
fied that many frauds have been prac- 
ticed in the name of Spiritualism, on the 
credulous, and regret that honest, truthful 
and reliable mediums should have to suf 
fer obliquity and often scorn in conse- 
quence, and we may ask : Have no preach- 
ers or church members proved frauds? 

As to the cause of Spiritualism it can take 
care of itself, and it is not dependent on 
materialization, or any other one phase, 
for proof of spirit intercourse, Indeed, 
we bave but to go back to the Bible for 
proof of that. And for others to claim, 
that what happened in the olden times 
cannot, and does not, happen now is vir 
tually acknowledging that the world, civil- 
ization and religion go backward, and we 
think no sane man will dare assert that. 

We are not of our own knowledge en- 
tirely convinced of the fact of full form 
materializatiou, not having seen a great 
deal of it, and some that we did sce was 
not at all satisfactory, but we have seen 
hands materialized in broad daylight, and 
without the slightest chance of fraud or 
collusion, —we merely speak of what we 
know. 

But as we said before, the proof of spirit 
intercourse does not depend on that. To 
our mind, there are other phases, much 
more convincing than that, cases where 
there can be no collusion, Take, for ex- 
ample, our best lecturers, such as Mrs, 
Richmond of Chicago, Mrs, Watson. of 
San Francisco, Mr. Collville, or J. Frank 
Baxter of New York and Boston, These 
mediums will take the rostrum, and after 
being entranced receive a subject from 


the audience and then and there lecture 
not only intelligently, but eloquently, for 
an hour and a half onthe subject given 
and without hesitation, stuttering orstam- 
mering, as we often find from thepulpit, 
even where the preacher has had a week 
in which to prepare himself, and carries 
with him into the pulpit his notes. 
Then, what would seem to be even more 


| difficult, they will call for a subject, which 


we have often furnished, and will there 
recite fromthe subject given, in a style 
and rhythm that would do credit to a 
Longfellow, or a Tennyson. 

Then, J. Frank Baxter will go on and 


| describe thirty or forty spirits that are 


present, giving their appearance, names 
and to whom related in the audience, and 
this not on one ocefision only, but a huu- 
dred, And we might go on and cite a mul- 
titude of incontrovertable evidence of 
spirit power, and a high order of intelli- 
gence; but to offer such evidence to the 
editor of the World,—Joseph Pulitzer, 
—would be like “ casting pearls before 
swine,” for we know him to be a man of 
no religious sentiment, believing, as he 
does, that man dies like the dog, and per- 
ishes like the worm. Spiritualism, like 
all other truths, can bide its time, and not 
all the New York J¥orlds, or Joseph Pul- 
itzers, that ever lived, or ever will live, 
can keep it down. 

Time serving newspapers all over the 
land are to be found, that will barter prin- 
ciple for a “ mess of pottage,” and many 
of them would willingly ruin the repu- 
tation of any honest man or woman, if 
thereby they could put ill-gotten gains in 
their purse. But a day of reckoning is 
in store for all those and we can wait, to 
see the truth justified. 0.J. 

Cincinnati, Ohio, May 0th. 1886. 


TO OUR READERS. 


We have several leading articles intend- 
ed for this issue which we leave and cheer. 


| fully yield the space to our friends froma 


distance. We welcome all to our col- 
ums who wish to express their views or 
thoughts, whether they agree with our 
own or each other or not, We are urged 
to take advance steps in several directions 
and one of them is to make LIGHT IN THE 
West a weekly. Now friendsifyou mean 
business, so do we, and just here we will 
ask, how many of you will engage to send 
us clubs of ten, fifty or a hundred each, if 
we make it a weekly and continue at same 
price commencing the first of July? Let 


us hear from you now what can be done. | 


For Light in the West. 


ALLAH, FATHER, GOD. 

Father, a spark of Thy divinity 

Would fain draw near to Thee. 
‘Tis said Thou fill’st infinity ; 

If so, Thou hearest me. 
My soul in adoration 

‘Would breathe an humble prayer, 
And for each blind transgression, 

A penitential tear. 


To grow like Thee, from day to day, 
Is what my soul desires, 

Then Father, Allah, show the way 
To what my soul aspires. 

Man’s soul is precious in Thy sight, 
Else Thou hadst never made 

The world in radiant life and light, 
Then placed man at the head. 


Call, Father, call, and I will follow 
Thy voice wherever it lead, 

Dear Father, God, and Allah, 
Help me when in need. 


And Father, when the change shall come, 
Called death, be Thou stil! near, 
And take me to Thy heavenly home 


Where love shall cast out fear. 
B. 


For Light in ihe West. 
EVOLUTION CIVILIZATION’S AGENCY. 

The contemplation of the wondrous power 
and wisdom of the Creator as seen in the trans- 
formation of burning, liquid, gaseous matter 
through laws implanted therein into our planet, 
with its present varied animal and vegetable 
life can not but inspire us with reverence and 
awe. This result required millions of years 
for its accomplishment, and we can see no 
reason to doubt the continued progress on the 
earth for ages to come. Changes are visible 
upon every hand, all of which are tending to 
produce higher conditions—higher materially, 
morally and intellectually. 

The clevation of such a considerable portion 
of mankind in historic times from barbarism 
to the present status of civilization and the 
now unprecedented facilities for the extension 
aud lissemenation of knowledge in all parts 
of the world furnishes substantial hope for the 
vast possibilities of the near future, and espe- 
cially when we consider that that religious 
intolerance and bigotry, which has warped and 
chained the mind in the past, is rapidly yield- 
ing to those rays of intellectual light which are 
now penetrating the darkest recesses of ignor- 
ance and despotism. 

The moral condition of the people is rapidly 
changing for the better, not by the influeuce 
of the clergy and churches as has been falsely 
claimed, but through universal education, 
which produces that elevation of thought which 
tends to morality and virtue. The falsity of 
the assumption of the clergy, that they are 
the chief custodians of the morals of the peo- 
ple is becoming rapidly recognized, for they 
are now certainly a very inconsiderable factor 
in our best civilization. 

The Christian church instead of having been 
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an auxillary in buman progress, has steadily 
opposed every advance in the enlightment of 
the masses, It not only imprisoned Gallileo 
for demonstrating the fact that the earth is 
spherical in form, and revolves upon its axis 
because it conflicted with the absurd and child- 
ish account of creation, as recurded by Moses, 
but cruelly persecuted those true reformers 
and philanthropists whose labor has so largely 
contributed in securing our present liberty and 
intelligence. 

Until the last few years, the clergy were the 
champions or apologists of human slavery, 
finding ample authority for the inhuman in- 
stitution in the Jewish scriptures, which are 
still claimed to be the ‘word of God.” Who 
does not know that less than forty years ago 
the man or woman who dared to denounce 
the system that permitted the selling of wife 
from husband, child from parents and the 
brutal whipping and often worse treatment of 
the mother of children, was not only ostracized 
but driven from the orthodox fold. 

The preachers and priests with cffrontery 
claim that they are deputed by God, to solem- 
nize marriages, to guard the marriage rela- 
tion, and to preserve the purity of the family, 
falsely assuming that we are indebted to the 
christian system for the institution of marriage. 

Monogamy antedates Christianity, for the 
polished nations of antiquity had almost wholly 
discarded plurality of wives for centuries be- 
fore the Christian era, which the chosen peo- 
ple of God did not do, for the student will 
search in vain for any explicit expression of 
disapproval or opposition to polygamy in the 
Old ‘Testament, or any express command 
aguinst the barbarous system in the the New 
Testament. And yet the clergy thunder forth 
from their pulpits anathemas against the Mor- 
mon settlers, apparently oblivious to the fact 
that what they demominate the ‘ word of God” 
not only favorably recognizes polygamy, but 
claims that the most eminent servants of the 
Most High had numerous wives and concu- 
bines, aud were guilty of other immoral and 
brutal practices, which if committed in our 
own country would consign them to the walls 
of the penitentiary. 

Is it not time that the hypocritical mask 
should be torn from the clergy, so that truth 
instead of falsehood should prevail? In like 
manner the few who have so long dominated 
over the many by keeping the people in ignor. 
ance have constantly oppcsed the enfrauchise- 
ment aud general advancement of woman, and 
that upon the hypocritical pretence that such 

«tension of rights would endanger the most 
sacred interests of the home. Our Gov. Pierce 
it his message vetoing the bill passed by the 
lust legislature of our great territory which 
jrovided for the enfranchisement of woman, 
asigned the above priestly reason as one of 
thrchief grounds for his opposition to the 
In@sure. 

Ve may congratulate ourselves that Spir- 
jtudism is the implacable foe of oppression, 
anè the handmaiden of justice and liberty, 


and that the angel world is aiding every legit- 
imate effort that is made for the advancement 
and happiness of the race. 
Mary L. McGinvuey. 
Mundan, Dakota. 


MEDIUMS. 


Editor Light in the West: 

I have known and conversed with many 
mediums, both when entranced and in their 
normal condition, and 1 am satisfied that they 
are elevated morally, physically and intel- 
lectually by submitting themselves to the 
higher powers, as mediums for the dessima- 
tion of truth. This of course, does not refer to 
eases of obscession. And of all the genuine 
mediums I have known, and investigated, I 
remember of but one who did not show signs 
of great mental development; and that one 
did, at intervals, when he would refrain from 
his cups. 

That this increased mentality is due to their 
mediumship is clear, for by inquiry it will be 
found that mediums, as a class, read very lit- 
tle,—indeed, many are prohibited by their 
guides from reading, or storing their minds 
wich anything ; as it is desirable that the mind 
be kept as free as possible, for the impressions 
to be made npon it by the controling spirit. 

1 tave many times asked mediums, after 
coming out of a trance, if they were conscious 
of anything said or done, and have received 
various replies, each in accordance with the 
state of the medium’s development. Those 
youngest in mediumship are generally made 
entirely unconscious; while the highly devel- 
oped are frequently semi-conscious, and, of 
course, cannot help being benefited by what 
they hear. I am satisfied that those who are 
completely unconscious are also beuefited mor- 
ally and spiritually by the use of their brains ; 
for according to their own statements, after 
coming out of a trance they ‘feel a kind of ex- 
altatiou, a happiness and a desire to beuetit 
the world,’ to a greater exteut than at any 
other time. I believe, alsu, that the brain re- 
tains more or less of the lofty ideas, impressed 
upon it by the higher intelligences. 

A great uumber of the very best communi- 
gations that have come to earth never appear 
in print; and one reason fur this is, that 
it is impossible to catch the inspiration as 
it falls from the lips of the medium and 
rehabiliate it in words. Then, too, there 
are communications waiting for the world to 
grow in order to receive them. ‘The outside 
world knows very little of what is going on in 
the spiritual realm, even of earth life; for the 
most sensitive, and consequently the most 
spiritualized mediums are often too sensitive 
to withstand the guffaws of the vulgar crowd, 
or the jeers and biting sarcasm of the + blood 
washed” Pharisees. 

But the question will still be asked: Why is 
itthatso many of your mediums are so low 
down in the scale of intellectuility, if not mor- 
ality? We answer, they are living their true 
lives openly, while others, no better, are liv- 


ing covertly and in fear of future punishment. 

It must also be borne in mind that there is 
uo church organization thrown around Spir- 
itualists, to hedge them in, and makethem go 
around, as some do, like ‘+ whited sepulchers,’» 
—they are free to act according to the dictates 
of their own conscience, knowing, however, 
that according to their own conduct, they 
stand or fall. And, in conclusion, our medi- 
ums and Spiritualists taken as a class, will 


| compare most favorably with those of any 


other faith, having more charity for the beliefs 
or short comings of others, than any other 
class of people. B. 


A PROMINENT CAUSE OVERLOOKED. 


Much has been said by local sociologists and 
reformers about “the secondary causes of in- 
temperance ;*’ and not one has mentioned one 
of the principal of these causes—the lack of 
public conveniences everywhere for strangers 
and the homeless. Fashionable saloons pre- 
sent all conveniences and attractions to their 
patrons. For the time being the patron has 
all the conveniences of private home-life ; and 
spread out before him are the choicest literary 
productions, such as specialty journals and 
newspapers, etc.; and the walls are usually 
adorned with beautiful and elevating works of 
art. Of course, to suit all tastes, there are 
also displayed evidences of prostituted talent 
in literature and art; but the refined mind is 
not restrained from turning from these with 
that feeling of aversion which they must excite 
in the refined mind. Of course these allure- 
ments - often fatally dangerous! —are selfishly 
furnished to promote the saloon-keeper’s busi- 
ness interests; but it is the expression of the 
same spirit of individual selfishness in the so- 
cial organization that withholds from the 
stranger and the homeless wanderer such cou- 
vieniences and attractions outside of a saloon, 

We are too barbarous, too exclusively sel- 
fish, in our civilization. In every city of the 
land elegantly furnished reading aud loung- 
ing rooms should be ascommon and as free as 
are hydrants. Many and many agood man 
has been tempted to intoxication by being com- 
pelled to enter saloons by calls of private nec- 
essity which could not be answered elsewhere, 
without embarrassment or insult. Passing a 
nickel ora bit over the saloon-keeper’s counter 
makes one feel that he has a right to the 
enjoyment of the privileges of the place. 

When humanity receive and practice the 
principles we teach, the traveler and sojourner 
will nowhere feel that he is “a stranger in a 
strange land,” and the opportunity to indulge 
bad passions to excess and the desire tu do so 
will pass away together. Prohibition agita- 
tion is a gratifying outward expression of the 
regenerative influences at work and that is 
all there is in and of it. Weare barbaric; 
and intemperance is the legitimate fruit of 
barbarism. Peoples’ sowl’s must change: and 
they are changing. —World’s Advance-Thought. 


See book notices on page 177. 
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For Light in the West. 
THE ROAD TO GOD. 


I asked the pagan from far India’s shore 
Which was the surest way to God; 

He said, “It is our custom evermore 
To take the one our Fathers trod.” 


I asked the Jew what he would recommend, 
Andhein substance said, “Believe in one God, 

Ignore all other forms of worship to the end— 
Then you are surely on the road.” 


I asked the recluse, as he sat within his cell, 
Ifhe bad found the way to trod— 

The nearest, and the best to tell; 
Clasping his beads he said, ‘These lead to God.’ 


T sought the sage, from him to learn the way— 
I found him in his lone abode; 
“My son,” he said, “do right; you cannot stray, 
For truth and justice plainly mark the road.” 


J. B. 


WHY I BECAME A SPIRITUALIST. 
{Copyright secured.) 
CHAPTER Iv. 

I had frequently stood by the death bed of 
near and dear friends, as well as others, and 
scen their life ebb away until there was noth- 
ing left butthe cold and inanimate clay, the 
physical evidence, at least, at such scenes be- 
ing largely in favor of the belief that ‘* death 
endsall.” And about the time of which I am 
now writing, I had lost by death one that was 
very near and dear to me, and I was trying 
by any means to ascertain through some me- 
dium, whether that dear one still lived, and 
could communicate, but I was quite indiffer- 
ently successful. 

Some mediums seemed to see and describe 
the one I sought, but they said, t The extreme 
agitation of us both in our great desire to com- 
municate, agitates the spiritual or magnetic 
atmosphere, and prevents the accomplish- 
ment of what we so much desire,” and while 
that might have been a plausible and palpa- 
ble reason on the spirit side, it was not 
to me at that time, and I said, * If I cannot 
commune with those I love while here, how do 
I know I shall be able to do so, in the here- 
after?” 

My old doubts would then take possession 
of me, and I would say to myself, ** How can 
a person live anywhere without a body, and 
does not the New Testament plainly point out 
a general resurrection, when the body will be 
raised, at the general judgment?’ This to 
me at that time, in my then blind state, was 
proof positive, that the mediums were either 
mind readers or were deceiving me, and the 
days and nights of agony that I spent when 
those fearful set backs would come over me 
are fearful, even now, to contemplate. 

But thanks to the unseen powers, I have 
since had better proofs, going to show that 
those who are earnestly seeking for truth will 
not be left in darkness and doubt, if they will 
only throw open the windows of their soul, so 
that the light can stream in. And it was about 
this period of my spiritual development, that 


I received the following communication from 
Mr. Douglas, on the subject in which I was 
most interested, viz. : Death and the after life. 

‘* My Dear Friend: By the assistance of my 
kind guide, Roger Bacon, I am permitted to 
communicate with you again this morning, and 
shall endeavor to give you a brief outline of 
my experience in passing from earth to spirit- 
life, and some of my experiences since that 
time. 

“« The general impression, as you know is, 
that persons suffer intensely in their last mo- 
ments, and you hear much of the ‘ agony of 
death.” But such is generally imaginary ; for, 
in most cases, there is little or no conscious- 
ness of suffering, even when there is a strug- 
gle. It is only an effort of the spirit, painless 
inits character, to free itself, and burst the 
bands that have bound it to the physical body. 

‘The struggle may cause contortions of the 
face and body, butin most cases, all conscious- 
ness of pain has passed away. This was my 
experience, and I have been told by many 
others that it was theirs. 

“I experienced but little suffering during 
the last few days of my earth life, though at 
times there were struggles, and my features 
were distorted; but I learned after my spirit 
had burst its barriers, and was freed from its 
connection with the external body, that these 
were produced by its attempt to sever its con- 
nection with earth life. 

« Like many others, I found I was unable to 
leave the form at once. Icould feel myself 
gradually raised from my body, and in a sort 
of dveamy, half conscious state. It seemed as 
though I was not a united being, but was sep- 
arated into parts, and yet despite all this, there 
seemed to be an indissoluble link. 

« My spirit was freed a short time after the 
organs of my physical body had entirely 
ceased to perform their functions. My spirit- 
ual form was then united, and I was raised a 
short distance above the body, standing over 
it, by what power I was unable to tell. 

“I could see those who were in the room 
around me, and knew by what was taking 
place, that a considerable time must haye 
elapsed since dissolution had taken place, and 
I presume I must have been, for a time, un- 
conscious, and I find it is a common exper- 
ience, though not universal. 

« As consciousness returned to me, the 
scenes of my whole life seemed to move be- 
fore me like a panorama, Every act seemed 
as though it were drawn in life size, and all 
was really present. It was all there, down 
to the closing scene, and yet so rapidly did it 
pass, that I had little time for reflection. 

“I seemed to be in a whirl of excitement, 
and just as suddenly as it had been presented 
it was withdrawn, and I was left without a 
thought of the past, or future, to contemplate 
my present condition. I looked around me, 
and I thought: ‘If there is a possibility of 
spirits manifesting themselves to those still in 
the form, how gladly would I do so, and 
thereby inform my friends and others, of my 


present conscious condition,’ But everything 
seemed to be in a whirl of motion,—scarcely 
had one desire come before another was pre- 
sented. Lwas filled with awe and wonder, and 
said to myself: 

Death is beautiful; 
glorious advent of life. 

t The shadows and mists that had thus far 
surrounded me, since coming into conscious- 
ness, were gradually dispelled, and I began 
to see things again, as I had seen them in 
earth life, and to my surprise and, I may say 
chagrin, for I had hoped to have left those 
behind me, I found the same desires and at- 
tractions that I formerly had, taking posses- 
sion of me, and craving for indulgence. I was 
at a loss for some time, how to gratify these 
feelings and inclinations. 

«But as all spirits are met in the spirit 
world by congenial spirits, I found many of 
my earth life friends around me, and they, 
knowing intuitively my desires, took me to a 
place where I could gratify my long acquired 
habit of drinking, and placed me en rapport 
with aman inthe form, who was gettiug his 
bitters prepared, and as he inhaled the liquor, 
I felt the effect, as much as I formerly did 
in earth life; and when the effect of the liquor 
dies away in the spirit, as with those in the 
earth life, the horror, suffering and despair 
are almost unendurable. 

« While I was in the habit of getting en 
rapport with those through whom I could in- 
dulge my appetite for drink, all my earch life 
pains and diseases returned to me, and I was 
of all men the most miserable. I looked about 
me, and felt that I was lost upon a trackless 
shore, no star to guide, no arm to save. Isaw 
my degraded condition, and felt an intense 
desire to follow some higher attraction than 
my appetites seemed to have doomed me to, 
even here. That was a demand, and it brought 
the supply; for immediately my dear friend 
and present guide approached me, and said, 
‘ Friend and brother, thou art not alone, and 
let this teach thee the important lesson, that 
those who have not been in spirit life long, 
and have not been spiritually unfolded, and 
developed, cannot sec all who are around 
them, while those more developed can. I have 
seen thee in all thy movements, without thy- 
self being cognizant of my presence, I have 
seen thy trials, and have come to thee; thou 
art overcoming thy difficulties, and will shortly 
be able to communicate with thy friends in 
the mundane sphere. More than that thor 
art calculated yet to do much good in tle 
sphere of earth.’ 

+ He then took me to you and as I camen 
rapport with you, or, in other words, asIcane 
into your atmosphere, all my desire for ligwr 
left me, as you have no desire forit. Aid 
here is another evidence of what I told yorin 
my former message, that < we have to becme 
as little chileren here,’ and have to lears, as 
well as unlearn, important lessons, even iere, 
from earth life, as that is the primary sciool. 

« Those who are addicted to many £ the 


it ts truly the great and 
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degrading habits of earth, cannot entêr the 
spheres untilthey have outgrown them, and 
as magnetism is one of the great curutives 
here, you will see the force of what I have 
said, in being brought to you, whose magne- 
tism is perfectly healthy, and free from any 
injurious habit. By that means, I was able to 
throw off my desire for stimulant, and that 
was the first round in the ladder of progress 
forme. O my friend, you do not yet know 
how humanity is linked together, and allare 
dependent on each other, though all unseen 
to those of earth. 

“My kind guide then showed me the law of 
control, and said, ‘Thou hast now learned a 
law that willbe of great use to thee, for all 
coming time. Sincerely desire high condi- 
tions, and such conditions will of necessity be 
brought around you, and will always come 
just as surely as the ** needle to the pole.’ ? 

“+ Now Stephen,’ said my guide, we have 
brought thee just where we wanted thee, thou 
hast passed through much experience, that 
will be of great use to thee in all thy laudable 
endeavors. Heretofore thou hast been con- 
trolled by the wëll of others, thine own not hav- 
ing been called into action,’ (This condition is 
common, as I learn, to all spirits on first en- 
tering spirit life, for a longer or shorter period 
of time, which they will understand better 
hereafter.) ‘Now thou art able to go alone by 
the excercise of thy will power, as we have 
explained to thee.’ 

‘**T now perceived for the first time, that I 
had been governed by a will, outside of my 
own, but that now I was free, and with the 
power to act, not only of my own volition 
but to influence others, and not only in spirit 
but in carth life, 

“T will now say in conclusion, that I am 
fairly started in a life of endless progression; 
where and to what it may lead me, I am will- 
ing to leave to the future to unfold, simply say- 
ing, that my cup of happiness is, at present, 
full and only as capacity comes to me, can 
thas be more for me. 

“I am happy, living amid scenes of tran- 
quility and peace, surrounded by hosts of an- 
gelic beings, clothed in the white robes of 
purity and love; on whose diamond crested 
brows sparkle gems of immortal truth and 
beauty, far more resplendent, than ever graced 
the brow of regal beauty on earth; whose 
amaranthine wreaths of ever living fragrance 
far transcend anything my most exalted imagi- 
nation had ever pictured. 

“« And need I add: In this world of beauty 
there are ever being transmitted to us from 
above, beautiful truths, that we in turn, trans- 
mit to those of earth who are ready to receive 
them, forever and forever. 

Stephen A. Douglas.” 

This communication seemed to furnish me 
a good deal of information and comfort, just 
such as I needed, but still I was then a mere 
child, in knowledge of spiritual things, and 
found myself constantly comparing them with 
statements in the Bible, or New Testament, 


and if I found any conflict the war in my mind 
would break out afresh and with redoubled 
fury. Still, Lhad to admit that the statements 
made in the communications seemed much 
more rational, natural and reasonable, than 
those in the Bible or New Testament, and, 
I must say, much more in accordance with 
my desires, for a future life; for even while I 
was enveloped in the dogmas of orthodoxy,I al- 
ways had a dread of the orthodox heaven with 
its monotonous life of prayer and praise, and the 
never ending privilege of telling God how 
good and great Hewas, and how good for 
nothing I was. 

I longed for a heaven where I could be of 
some use and where I would be able to hold 
up my head among my fellows, and be as good 
at least, as some of them. I determined that 
I would be, if E could only have a chance. 
While in this state of mind I received a com- 
munication from Rey. Dr. Bullard, former pas- 
tor of achurch in St. Louis, Mo., which seemed 
well adapted to my case, and nodoubt intended 
to free my mind from the old dogmas, that 
still clung to me; but I will let him speak for 
himselt in the next chapter. B.O. J. 


Washington, D.C. 


For Light inthe West. 
KEEP PURE THE TEMPLE. 


St Paul's admonition to the Christians, to 
keep their bodies “a fit temple for the in- 
dwelling of the spirit of God,” was most excel- 
lent advice; not because it came from him,— 
for it would have been the same if coming 
from Confucius, Buddha, or any other good 
man, but because it is good within and of itself, 

There are two senses in which this injune- 
tion may be considered : first, as having refer- 
ence to our spiritual, and, second, to our phy- 
sical being and the ‘IIoly Ghost,” spoken 
of by Jesus of Nazareth. All spirits are holy, 
who live a holy life, including those of our 
dear departed who we know (at least those of 
us who have had our eyes spiritually opened) 
come to us with messages of love and cheer, 
and it behooves us to see that we keep not 
only our bodies, but our minds free from all 
uncleanness, envy, strife or selfishness, so that 
our magnetism may not berepugnant to them: 
those of us who are mediums should be par- 
ticularly careful, not only about our persons, 
but our associations generally. 

Obnoxious food or drink is a generative of 
foul gasses, and produces an aroma about the 
body that is disagreeable, even to those in 
earth life. How much more so, then, must it 
be to those who live in the upper and rarified 
air of the spheres, to come ex rapport with 
those of gross habits? It must not be thought 
that our spirit friends do not sense these things, 
for they do, even to the extent of sometimes 
making it impossible for them to stay. Who- 
ever doubts that spirits are susceptible to odors 
should go to some select circle of refined peo- 
ple, and the room will be found odorized with 
flowers, and the spirits will lose no opportu- 


nity of expressing their gratitude to those who 
provided them. 

How a refined spirit must suffer, then, to 
be compelled, for the sake of meeting and 
communicating with some dear friend, still in 
carth life, or to accomplish some great good to 
humanity, to operate with some filthy tobacco 
slave, or, whatis even worse, a medium whose 
skin and brain are full of whiskey. 

There are many persons in the higher walks 
of life who would make splendid mediums, 
but they ‘‘resist the spirit.” Many do so be- 
cause they are told by the priest of whatever 
church they belong to, that “it is of the devil,” 
and others, not church members, are often 
the slaves of society and the world, and pre- 
fer the things of the world to those relating 
to eternal life. The time will come when such 
will call for the spirit and it will not answer; 
for they must be taught the lesson that they 
cannot put off and on the spirit world at plea- 
sure, and when they are launched upon, to 
them, an unknown sea they will regret their 
heedlessness,—their utter indifference to spirit 
promptings. Let us, therefore, keep in mind 
the admonition, and ‘defile not the temple.” 

B. 
i 
FOR LIFE’S SAKE. 
Editor Light in the West : 

No one, whose spirit has been cleansed and 
renewed through the love of Jesus Christ, can 
listen to the earnest inquiry after Light, (no 
matter from what source it may come, nor 
what their belief, nor if, indeed they condemn 
the very source of all true light,) without the 
purest love and tender sympathy of their heart 
being aroused, and becoming possessed with 
a longing desire to help and lead them out of 
the darkness. No one hasreceived the Light 
without having been in darkness. Therefore 
have they on the mantle of charity for all, 
Such were my feelings when recently read- 
ing the first number of “ Light in the West,” 
in which was an article headed “ For Christ’s 
Sake.’ 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the 
word was God.” «In him was life and light.’ 
Life everlasting, and the word, Life and Light, 
were “ made flesh and dwelt among us,” that 
we, seeing the light, might be brought out of 
darkness unto that light, (that «© lighteth the 
world,” ) and unto a nobler, higher lite, which 
is the true life and the life that will live for- 
ever. Then, in one who has been redeemed 
and saved from this sin and darkness, ( the 
sin, wbelicf—the darkness, ignorance,) springs 
up the new life, charged with the spirit of 
love from Christ, seeking to do the will of the 
Father, which can only be done through love; 
aspiring to deeds and aets, that not only make 
their own lives happier here and hereafter, 
but that will bless the lives of all those with 
whom they come in contact. Then is not all 
the light and help we receive to be used for 
the benefit of life to make it holier and better, 
more what it must be to dwell in heaven? 
Then when the christian invokes God's bless- 
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ing to attend him in all his needs and espe- 
cially that He will ‘give His angels charge 
concerning him,’ and bear him up, guiding 
aud directing him in the path of duty and love, 
so that he may spend his life in a manner pleas- 
ing and acceptable to the Father, and not 
weary in well doing. Are not these prayers, 
these petitions, offered for the sake of life, 
this life, future life and all life to come? Je- 
sus Christ always was and is still, the repre- 
sentation of life everlasting. Jesus is the 
Light, the Love, the Life;—then what can there 
be wrong, in the closing of a prayer in using 
the phrase: Weask it for Christ's sake, - for 
life’s sake? Ah! in times past I could not 
comprehend its meaning but with my con- 
version to the belicf in the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, came a peace and light that makes 
that phrase to me particularly sweet and full 
of meaning. So many are seeking light and 
understanding, and at the saine time are neg- 
lecting and scorning the means used to bring 
light--thinking if they could see and under- 
stand they wonld believe. But Christ said, 
«¢ If thou canst )elieve,’’—‘ all things are possi- 
ble ‘to him that believeth.” A great many 
have faith in prayer who do not believe in 
Jesus’ power to save. The prayers of such, 
(with all the faith aud trust they can command, 
even unto fasting) should be, “Lord! help 
thou mine unbelief.” Mrs. B. N. 


MATERIALISM. 
Friend Editor: 

Thy correspondent, “ B.,” has an interest- 
ing article in “ Light No. 9,” April 15; all arti- 
cles that make people think are useful ones, 
I notice that our friend finds it hard to give 
up the God-idea: yet the terms he uses,“ Father 
God and Mother Nature,” show that he real- 
izes that his God is, in fine, nothing separate 
and distinet from matter,—nothing that has 
a thinking, sentient mind. 

‘The theory of evolution, and that it is con- 
tinuous through all time, is a benuliful one; 
but is not devolution just as prominent a fea 
ture in ull existence as evolution? Do uot 
suns, stars, worlds, people and vods decay—go 
backward and go down, as a natural sequence 
of having gone up? Our world has, thus far, 
ou the grand whole, seemed to be improving. 
All things appear to be passing on to a better 


and more perfect condition; but the day will | 


come when undoubtedly retrogression will rule, 
and finally decay, silence and death will reign 
supreme—but not for all time, for ‘ Nothing 
is Lost.” Death and decay come, but from 
the ruins of the past spring into birth and 
being new forms und new lives. From all 
dead worlds new systems will be born. All 
space is full of matter, of worlds, suns and 
stars, and all worlds have their spring-time, 
summer, harvest and winter of life. 

Nothing but “ matter with its powers and 
potencies ” is eternal. The rose blooms upon 
its slender stem. It rejoices in its splendor 
and fragrance but fora brief season, then fades 
and dies, never to be resurrected. The tiny 


blade of grass lives its brief space and is gone 
forever. The tall pine and sturdy oak of the 
forest have their time to die aud be no more. 
The ephemeral insect and the noble horse must 
yield to the stern decree,—and shall man, 
only a little higher in the scale of being, find 
himself exempt from the general doom? 

Our friend asks, * Whence come these higher 
impulses??? To methe answeris plain. They 
come as 2 result of our five senses: they come 
precisely as do our lowerimpulses. ‘They are 


| born of our heredity environment and educa- 


tion. I cannot see that for us, as individuals, 
death is, or ever willbe gain. Tt may be gain 
as regards humanity. The fresh young lives 
which replace ours, may be better able in the 
new vigor of anew existence to enjoy, than 
the old and worn out ones could possibly be, 
and therefore the continual passing away of 
the one, that the other may replace and renew, 
is on the whole, productive of the most hap- 
piness. Be this as it may, what is, is. Desires, 
wishes, hopes and fears will not change the 
immutable laws. 

We are born of carth and by evolution 
are adapted to our environment. That we 
might have been still better formed for hap- 
piness has nothing to do with what is. Eter- 
nal or unmixed happiness is an impossibily. 
Perfect contentment is unattainable and unde- 
sirable: for to wish for nothing would be stul- 
tification. Eternal progression is also impos- 
sible for retrogression must come. Eternal 
life is impossible for death is just as natural 
as life, and just as certain. All we can do is 
to make the most and the best of man to-day, 
and build for the future of our race as we see 
that future shadowed forth in earth life. 


k ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER, 
Snowville, Vie. 


“GILDED HELLS.” 


Editor Light in the West: 

If weask one of those persons living in some 
of the gilded palaces of the city, if ‘hell is not 
a condition of the mind,’ the answer if honest, 
would unhesitatingly be “yes.” And if we 
could wring from them the cause of their dis- 
quietude, we would find the root of the tree of 
wormwoud and gall that was springing up in 
their souls to be “the love of money.” Yet 
the mill grinds on, and match after match is 
made for money, for position, for convenience, 
or for some other cause, entirely foreign to 
irue affection, and the result is—a gilded hell. 

But this is not all. The children resulting 
from such unlons are tainted with the evil, — 
with the spirit of inharmony and discontent, 
and the evil spreads, invading other hearth- 
stones. Seeing this the world cries out, “* Why 
all this iniquity?” and then proceed to hatch 
up a mystical devil, on which to lay it, when 
they themselves are to blame. Better remain 


single all one’s life than to marry u neongenially 
simply for money. Poverty and privation are 
not the worst things that can befall us. Bet- 
ter wait and see if we will not meet the * right 
one,” —one whom we intuitively know is suit- 
able than to have said, by the eutside worid, 
“She has married well—she has made u good 
match,” when it is to us only a “gilded iell.” 
St. Lowis, Mo. B. 


RELIGION. MORALS, AND LAW. 
WHICH SHALL PREVAIL? 


[ A lecture by Mrs. Cora L. V. Richmond, delivered in 
Chicago April 1I 1886. Copied from ‘*The Weekly Discourse. ] 


At first veiw one would naturally suppose 
that all these subjects belong together, and he 
would say, is not the highest religion also the 
highest morality, is not that the highest law ? 

A perfect theocracy would be an ideal govern- 
ment, but until human beings are perfect, there 
can be no perfect theocracy, and that is why a 
goverment like that in Rome does not govern 
the world. Ifit were possible to make theol- 
ogy one with man’s daily interests, and with 
the highest sense of his moral judgment, un- 
questionably you would never need to have 
any government save that enunclated from 
the Mount of Olives ; unquestionably you would 
never need to haveany law but the Golden Rule 
and unquestionably the religious nature of man 
would move and govern in all his affairs, but 
when we use the word religionin the sense of 
this discourse we mean that religion which in 
a diversified manner isscattered thoughout the 
whole world. That variety of mind which 
makes of morality and law one thing in China, 
another thing in India, another thing in coun- 
tries ruled by Mohammedism, another thing 
under Romun Catholic power, and an other 


thing under Protestant sway, and that which 
makes theology subservient to human interestr, 
and bends the Golden Rule to the obliquity of 
man’s conscience. 

There are in civilized and enlightened na- 
tions of the world, throughout western Eu- 
rope and in your own country those who claim 
that religion forms the basis of the various gov- 
ernments, but you have only to take one glance 
to show that either this is not true or else that 
they are not true followers of the christian re- 
ligion that they claim. For here is Germany 
contending with sister christian nations ; here is 
Russia warring with England; here isall Eu. 
rope liable tobe precipitated into an instantan- 
eous conflict, and yet all worship at thesame 
shrine, claiming Christ as their leader. Prince, 
Emperor ard potentate claim from the hand of 
the Infinite justification of their conquests in the 
wars made against each other, and the whole 
history of Europe is based npon the idea that 
God favors the particular side in which the indi- 
vidual monarch of each nation is enguged. 
Besides these statements, many things have 
been done under the name of religion that the 
highest moral sense of the world has revolted 
at; you are filled with horror at seme of the 
social customs ofthe east, their nations and 
religions sanction it; and under Mohamme- 
dian sway, under some of the rulers of Orient 
that which would be here morally monstrous is 
there tolerated. Undoubtedly could some of 
those nations, or their representatives visit 
your cuuntry they would be equally shocked 
at some of the customs that prevail here, they 
would feel that there were need of greater. 
morality and elevation from their standpoint 

Itis often the case that that which is legaj 
and which is justified by both law and religion 
is intolerable to the highest moral sense, and 
comimunties rise up to overthrow it. For in- 


stance the Quakers interpreted the word of 
Christ to mean the words "peace and good 
| will to all men,” and refused tobe one with 


J ra themselves from the armaments of war | 


- 
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wur-like Kings and governments and separ- 


and all participation in any government or any 
society that could encourage war. When slav- 
ery existed in the southern states of America,it 
was both in accordance with religion, as inter- 
preted by many christian divines, and with the 
law that slaves caught anywhere could be re- 
turned to their masters, and thatit was the 
duty of all good citizens to give up the chattle 
slave to his owner, nevertheless the moral sgen - 
timentof many hundreds of people kept them 
from doing this, that which was known as the 
‘under grourd railway to Canada” was the 
moral passport of the slave to freedom and the 
moral sentiment of those engaged in it was 
beyond and above the law and the interpret- 
ation of thereligion of that day. This was but a 
short time ago, yet it has so transpired that out 
of the great sacrifice of human life you donot 
know that kind of slavery to-day. It was once 
in keeping with the highest religion as well as 
the law of your puritan fathers. that those 
transgressing a certain letter of the law, like 
doing certain simple, ordinary things on the 
Sabbath were amenable to the penalty of that 
law. It was in keeping both with religion and 
custom and legal practice that many innocent 
people were incarcerated for simply doing that 
which according to the dictates of their con- 


science was nota violation of the Sabbath day. | 


It was a sentiment in keeping with the reli- 


gion and with the law ofthe puritans that en- | 


abled them to put witches to death, and Salem 
bears now the records, in her municipal store- 
room for such records, of the very slight and 
sender thread upon which inaocent people 
were put to death for being something they did 
not know what, and doing something that they 
had no participation ir. It is needless for us 
to go through the whole history of so called 
christian nations to point out the things that 
have been done in the name of religion, sanv- 
tioned by those in authority, under the highest 
interpretation of those calling themselves relig- 
ious Kingsand Rulers, putting thousands of in- 
nocent people to death. What were the wars 
between Roman Catholics and Protestants, 
what the long line of blood shed and massacre in 
France and in England but the spirit of this 
theological interpretation of religion making 
war against man, offsetting creed against hu- 
man life and the interpretations of evangelica] 
and ecclesiastival bodies against humanity ? 
The hierarchy that can thus arraign itself 
against humen Jjfe and human interest is im- 
moral no matter under what name it has come, 
no matter what title it receives. 

If under christlan Kings and Rulers, if under 
King Henry the eighth and “ good Queen 
Bess,” as she was called, Roman Catholics 
could be put to death; if under Roman Cath- 
olic power the horrors of those massacres in 
France could occur, what might not take place 
under the name of religion. But Christ can no 
more be held responsible for these atrocities 
against human life and against human con- 
science, than truth, love and justice can be made 
responsible for the deeds that are perfurmed in 
their names. A religion to be the guiding light 
of the world must be as perfect as the religion 
of Christ.a people to have that religion for their 
guide must be as perfectas the words and 


} 


| and spiritual advancement that is there. 


teachings of Christ would make them if it were 


literally fulfilled. Between that exalted idea | 


of human excellence and human government 
and the lowest standard of human degradation, 
vice and crime the Jaw of nationsis intended to 
stand. Such laws are fashioned by individual 
rulers, or associated bodies of legislators as are 
deemed advisable for the interests of the coun- 
try. Ifthe couutry is an empire the laws of the 
land are forthe empire and not for the people 
It isthe empire that is to be preserved, it is the 
imperial power that must be maintained, it is 
that empire more than any life or any thousands 
of lives that must be considered. The Czar of 
Russia is the imperial power of theRussian gov- 
ernment, and all human lives must bend to that 
power that the empire may be preserved. 

If under a monarchy of less absolute power, 
where the people have more voice, like that 
of the federation of Germany or like that of En- 
gland, then it is the country that must be pre- 
served. In England it is ‘* Her Majesty’s gov- 
erment,” not simply “ Her Majesty” but the 
government, must be mantained at all hazards, 
at all price, the peopie having somewhat of a 
voice in that decision. But the laws that regu- 
late each nation and the methods of the govern- 
ment of each nation must in a great measure 
afford a gauge to determine the amount ofmoral 
Your 
own country with almost perfect laws, is often- 
times very badly governed. Why? Because the 
moral sense of the people who form the basis 
ofthe government is not always active to the 
emergencies of the hour; the laws are preverted 
from their original intention to serve the 
machinations of those who are willing to be- 
come demagognes and serve mere party spirit 
or to serve the more seltish ends of indvidual 
power and individual gain. There is no king or 
ruler in this country to serve and your legisla- 
tureis based upon the representation ot thepeo- 
ple more or less perfectly, so in the absence of 
a king your nation has created one, and that is 
the god of Mammom, ruling the whole werld, 
it iş true, but secondary in some nations to the 
theorcracy or imperial power. 


(TO BE CONTINUED. ) 


ALIVE, OR DEAD? 


PortLanp, Me., May 14.--A local paper pub- 
lishes the following which is not regardod in any 
sense as a fake: For many years there lived in 
this city a mau whose name was a household 
word with our citizens. He was a member of a 
noble profession, and honored his ministry as it 
deserved tobe honored. His “fame was in all 
the churches,” he lived an honored, active, faith- 
ful, most devoted Christian life, and he died a 
death that was worthy of the man. He was laid 
to rest by his friends and family, and was fol- 
lowed to the grave by many who had been aided 
and assisted by the good man in life. A stately 
monument marks his last resting place, and his 
memory is still held in high honor and respect. 
Last week his son was walking down Congress 
street one evening, and when almost opposite the 
first parish church, he looked down the street 
and noticed ahead a familiar looking figure. He 
was startled by the close resemblance to his de- 
parted father, and quicken d his walk. In front 
of tho City Hull where the electric light makes it as 


brightas day, the man ahead stopped and turned 


about. Thetwo stood face to face and each knew 
the other. The heart of the son almost stopped 
beating. He saw his father—not a shadow, but 


as he was alive. 

“ Father,” he said. 

“ Yes, don’t be afraid,” was the reply of the 
parent, as he shook the hand of bis son and walked 
with him down the street. The two who had so 
strangely met walked t-gether for along time. 
Not the shadow of a doubt existed in the mind 
of the son in regard to the one fact—his compan- 
ion was his own father, as of old. He was calm, 
confident, and dear to him. What message the 
father brought to the son frem beyond the con- 
fines of the grave we do not know, but if there is 
to be confidence put in human testimony—in 
testimony that w- uld be accepted without hesita- 
tion in a court of law—then it must be believed 
that a man who has for years rested in his grave, 
or is so believed to have rested, has appeared and 
been seen by those who know him, for we are 
told that to the testimony of his sonis to be added 
| other evidence of an equally strong character, 


—St. Louis Globe-Democrat. 
-e 


“Papa, docs God tell you what to writein 
a sermon?” The minister replied hesitatingly 
in the affirmative: ‘Then papa, why do you 
scratch it out again?” 


CHIRO-PSYCHOMETRY. 


PROMINENT PERSONS WHO CONSULT PALMISTERS— 
THE ASTRAL THEORY—SPIRIT AND MATTER 
—USES OF THE HAND—MYSTICIBM 
AND THE HAND— CHANGES 
IN THE HAND. 


BY ROBERT ALLEN CAMPBELL. 
VI. 


Palmistry as a method of fortune-telling is now 
practiced by many in Europe and a few in 
America, and among them are numerous schol- 
arly gentlemen and ladies who eloquently and 
plausibly defend the Astral theory and claim for 
their divinations all the certainty of science. 
Those who practise it are patronized by people in 
all stations of life, ability and intelligence. Many 
of undoubted learning and of general ability, 
oceupying respectable and responsible stations in 
life, gladly and repeatedly coasult the palmist 
and often make or modify their plans in accord- 
ance with his reading, most of whom would 
scarcely admit any credence, much less full faith 
in the ovcult foretelling. Napoleon, the duke of 
Wellington, Sir Walter Scott, Daniel Webster, 
A T.Stewart, Cornelius Vanderbilt and hosts of 
others just as able, successful, sensible and cele- 
brated, have consulted palmists and it is claimed 
they have acted, more or less confidently, upon 
their predictions and suggestions. 

Having said this much of palmistry, most 
readers will be interested in a brief outline of the 
~ Astraltheory,” upon which all palmistic divina- 


tion is based. 
THE ASTRAL THEORY, 


The sun, moon and plinets each exercise a 
distinct and peculiar influence upon man. This 
influence begins at conception, continues with 
increasing effect during gestation, and develops 
its culminating plenitude at birth; the ruling 
planet at this time exercises such power over tae 
babe as to stanip its character upon the entire 
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life. This astral infiuence extends not only to 
the life in general, but likewise to the par iculars 
of thought and action in minutie. This astral 
influence is conveyed to man, and acts upon him 
through the astral light. The astral light, the 
palmister tells us, is composed of the seven fluids 
which emanate from the seven primary planets 
respectively. These fluids separately a d in their 
combinations are tempered and motif d by the 
sun and moon. The individual influence of 
each planet acts upon man by means of this fluid 
which reaches him through the mount in the 
hand bearing its particular name. The combina- 
tions of these fuids exert their power upon man 
as they reach him through the different lines in 
the palm. These different astral Guide which act 
upon the man through the hand, separately and 
conjointly, determine the man’s life, according 
to his past history of diseaso and fortune, as well 
us deciding his future in these respects. The 
hand is, therefore (according to this theory), the 
reflection of the man ; showing his past history, 
present condition, and foretelling his future for- 
tune and fate. The past and future, the palmist 
argues, are alike unknown without tue historian 
and the prophet. The future is as clear to the 
prophet as the past is to the historian, and the 
prophecy of the future, writteu in the hand by 
nature and the gods, is clearer to him who can 
read that language than any moral history can 
ever be. Itis no more wonderful, they say, to 
read the future from the hand than itis to give 
a history of the past from the same source. 
Each is an equally clear page to him who can 
road the signs written there by the planets. 
Palmists dsclaim any abs lute fatality in the 
signs of the hands. These signs, they say, are 
rather warning. for man’s use and benefit; they 
predict the temptation and the opportunity—the 
threat of one planet, the favor of another. It is 
still largely in man’s power to choose which he 
will hear or accept, or mayhap make one annul 
the other. Hence, every man may toa gre t 
extent court the favor of the beneficent planets 
and thereby thwart the ill design» of the malevo- 
lent powers; that is, he may essentially determine 
his happiness, but he cannot mate.ially change 
his trials or his opportunities. 

Such is a short review of astral or fortune-tell- 
ing palmistry, with which the writer of this 
article has no sympathy. We will in the next 
article unfold the principles and particulars of its 
natural but more scientific and philosop ic des- 
cendant and successor, chiro-,sychometry. 


Having followed the usual orthodox me hod of 
tel ing my reade 3 what chiro-psychometry is not, 
Lam now like the painter when he has laid in his 
background of neutral tints, ready to enter upon 
the atlirm tive and declare what my themeis, viz: 


THE WAND AS AN INDEX OF CHARACTER, 


Aud my position is that the hand does reveal to 
the reader, who understands its language, the 
ehiracter of the person. Ido not claim, as did 
Anaxagoras and as do the Astral palimists, that 
man is wisein virtuecof his having han ls; but 
that man being wise, he has hands by which to 
use that wisdom. A man is nut a poet, a mu i- 
cian, an orator or a mechanic as a result of ony 
special features or combination of lines or mounts 
in his hands. A man, however, being of a cer- 
tain character, and in possession of certain 
powers, hus hands which reveal tht character, 
and which are best adapted to use those powers. 


As in these articles I shall frequently speak of 
the soul—the spiritual man—the real man etc., 
I shall first try to define what, in this connection, 
I mean by these terms. By these torms I wish to 
be understood as meaning the living entity of 
affection, thought and action which gives char- 
acter, pe sonality and identity to the individual. 
In a word, I mean the internal, vital force which 
cause: the body to be and to live. We all recog- 
nize that John Smith who walks the streets, who 
feels, and thinks, ond acts, isa different entity 
from the body of John Smith which lies in the 
coffin or mouldersin tletomb. We all recognize 
that thers is a something which we love as it 
sweetly beams through an angelic countenance— 
and which thrills us with delight as it looks 
fondly upon us through loving eyes, and the 
absence of which we weep as we take a lingering 
farewell look at the face of what was but yester- 
day a sain'ed mother or a boloved wife. 1 
simply desire in these articles to be understvod as 
meaning by the sul, spirit, ete., that entity 
which makes the diffurence between a living man 
and a dead carcass—that entity which constitutes 
the difference between a noble, loving husband 
and father at the head of the table and a green 
mound in the city of the dead—thate..tity which 
maxes the difference bevween a cheerful, happy 
home, beautified and sanctified by a mother's 
love, and a dreary visit to the cheerless church- 
yard. As Iam conside ing the soul and body as 
connected and working toge her, in life, the 
question of the soul's imm rtality (in which I 
fully believe) is nothere discussed. I ulsouse the 
words soul, spirit, real man and spiritual man, al- 
most interchungeably—which for the purpose of- 
this discussion is permissible, while strictly speak - 
ing they are far from identical. With this ex- 
planation there need be, L think, no misun der” 
standing.—Cuntinued in our next. 


FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. 

The oldest and every way the best young 
people’s paper in the country is the Youth's 
Companion, of Boston,—a weekly paper, pub- 
lished in quarto form, and finely illustrated. 
lt grows fresher as its years increase, and has 
been familiar to us fur a generation. 

It has perpetuateditself and swelled its sub- 
seription list to 350,000 by the generosity of its 
publishers and the ability with which it has 
been conducted. We know a pair of bright eyes 
that snap every week at the sight of it. The 
publisher will send you sample copies, or will 
send the paper weekly one year for $1.75. 


BOOK AND OTHER NOTICES. 


EPITOM# OF sPIRITUALISM AND SPIRIT MAGNETISM. 

A new copy of this little book, copyrighted by 
Colby & Rich, Boston, in 1876, has found its way 
to our table. Words said in its praise would 
seem like reiteration A meadow which yielded 
a crop of hay last year, will this summer send 
up a harvest of grass te be gathered and stored 
away ; just so the well grounded truths of Spir- 
itualism, which were penned by the author and 
gathered into this little volume, will yi ld a har- 
vest of fresh thought to every one who will re- 
read it, or for the first time peruse its pages. 
Those who talk and write against Spiritualism 
and Spirit Magnetism would do well to read this 
book; then if they have any honesty and reason- 
able intelligence they will have received from 


ita fair knowledge of that which they oppose. 
We know a great many people that should read 
it for this purpose if not for the truth’s sake. 


MEKTING OF SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION OF SPIRIT- 
UALISTS IN 1887. 


To all who are interested in Spiritualism in St. 
Louis and vicinity, we will say that many of the 
officers and members of the Southern Association 
of Spiritualists look upon St. Louis as the proper 
place to hold their next Reunion Convention in 
1887. We have been rather authoritatively 
asked the question whether the friends of the 
cause here would favor it and if so whether they 
would take the necessary steps to secure it. The 
association expended about $300, st the Louis- 
ville meeting, and doubtless the amount would be 
doubled if it were held here. They furnish the 
speakers and mediums, paying the R. R. fare and 
salaries and do the necessary advertising. The 
local friends where the meetings are held furnish 
a suitable Hall and choir and board the engaged 
speakers and mediums and secure special rates for 
all others who pay their own bills. 

The association tases up certain collections and 
sometimes door fees, receives contributions and 
membership fees, etc., all of which are equally 
divided between the Southern association and the 
local one, each retaining what they received 
from solicitation previous to the meeting. The 
undertaking on the part of the St. Louis associn 
tion would not be an arduous one, while the 
benefits to be derived from such a meeting in 
our city would be many and great. In order to 
get the views of St. Louis we request all the 
friends of the cause in this city and vicinity to 
send an expression of their views to office of 
Lieut IN THE West (not for publication) before 
the 10th day of June, so that we may assist in 
giving definite shape to any movement in this 
direction by the many friends whom we think 
will interest themselves in it. 

The place of holding the next reunion anni- 
versary will be settled upon at the meeting of 
the Southern Associationin August and our pro- 
position to them must be presented then, sothere 
is no time to loose on our part. 


WORK IN ST. LOUIS. 

If we all reada communication that appours 
on another page concerning what we are doing— 
or ratier what we are not doing—here in St. 
Louis it will give us a pretty correct idea of how 
we appear to others. This letter will cause our 
friends every where to cast their eyes over here 
upon us to see if these thi: gs spoken of are true. 
Are we conscious of having-done our duty so 
that we can remain under this gaze unblushingly? 
Had we not better blush and goto work witha 
will to do better ? 


AGENTS. 

Our paper has no General Agent other than 
the Business Manager. He is deemed all that is 
necessary at present and to him all persons who 
choose to do work for the good of the cause or 
paper can report and arrange for such commis- 
sion as may ve agreed upon. We atone time 
thought of appointing a General Agent for St, 
Louis and vicinity but failing to accomplish this 
as we desired, it leaves every one who wishes to 
work for the paper on the same footing. Major 
Mellon was the first one with whom we talked of 
doing this and when the plan was abandoned it 
gave rise to the impression, and perhaps asser- 
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tions in two or three instances, that he had cut 
off from having any thing at all to do w th the 
paper, we want to say here once and for all that 
we cheerfully accept the work of Major Mellon 
ani every other good man and woman who will 
aid the paper, your own Light 1N THE WEST. 


TERMS. 


Again we must refer to terms and say that we 
will not send the paper to any person without 
payment in advance unless with a distinct under- 
standing as to terms of payment.—$1.50if not in 
advance and we will not send it longer than the 
time paid for unless requested todo so at the 
above rates. The date with the address on tho 
wrapper shows the susbcriber when t'e time paid 
for is to expire. 


A SUBSTANTIAL GOOD WISH. 


Epvrror Light In tHE Weer: Dear Sir,— Please 
ingert the following notice in your columns, to 
wit: From June first to September first, I will 
answer all letters of a business character addressed 
to me free of charge, when accompanied with 
a receipt from you to them for ono years suberip- 
tion to Liant n THE West, dated after May 15 
and three stamps. I do this toshow my appre- 
ciation of your journal and trust that all friends 
of our cause whom I can assist will take advan” 
tage of this offer. Yours Respectfully, 

Mary M. McGiypiey, 
Clairvoyant and Business Medium, 
Mandan, Dakota, May 6, 1886. 


SPECIAL NOTICES, 


Weinviteattention to our Jan. 15 issue; in which 
it may be seen that we purchased, paid for and 
absorbed the only spiritualistic journal in the 
city or in this region and thereby harmonized 
with our own work the good will, not only of 
that elder paper, but of its supporters, who, with- 
out exception express themselves as being 
entirely pleased. 

SPECIMEN COPIES. 

We will send a specimen copy to any one and 
will takeit as a favor to have list: of names with 
addresses sentto us. Any person so receiving 
the paper will please accept itas an invitation to 
send along the dollar and try us a year. 


CLUB RATES. 


We are asked about this and here again wo 
respond and say that to any one who sends us 
seven dollars and fifty cents for ten subscribers 
we will credit that person with one copy free, 
one year, as club agont. There are hundreds of 
circles in which a person with a little effort could 
secure the required number of names in an 
evening. Who will try ? Send usthe namos you 
want specimen copies sent to and we will help 
you. 

Any subscriber who does not receive the paper 
by mail regularly and quickly after the lst and 
15th of each month, will do us a favor by writing 
us a letter or à postal card at once, stating what 
is wanted. 


WHO WILL HELP US. 

We will send Ligut IN THE WEST, THREE 
MONTHs to any person who will send us the 
names and addresses of FIFTY persons who are 
Spiritualists, so that we may address and mail 


them sample copies. Business MANAGER 


PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE. 


Having arranged with other publishers, we ofter 
the foliowing list of books, or any others that may 
be wanted, at their prices, Those who read LIGHT 
IN THE WEST regularly will find extended notices 
of these publications from time to time, which we 
have not room for allat once. All in paper covers 
unless mentioned as bound, and all sent postage 
paid. Send money to BUSINESS MANAGER, same as 
elsewhere directed in LIGHT IN THE WEST. 


BOWLES’ PAMPHLETS. 


Interviews with Spirits, ...... EE P (5)? $.55 
Experiences in Spirit Life, 2.0... cc. ccccecs cere ans 27 
Contraste In SpE TAIG, e aore ana deta s civ RREA Bh 
Lota TAPIE 25.2.0 anan EE apn dey EER aime 11 
Materialization, true and alse by E. S. Wheeter,.. 17 
Elsie Ainslie, a victim of social wrong, ..... ....... 2 


The Rel tion to the Spiritual and Material Universe. 7 
FARADAYS’ PAMTHLETS. 


ID TRUN TH NCCLOMMONUIS He. 065 ancients evi s/s. Saree, 11 
FeveeletiongO Te A cciascas hia: “cam wera ae sete 17 
How we think,...... ci 17 
Jesus Christ a Fiction,........ E E E E 55 
Origin of Life,........ -- 11 
Origin of Religions, 11 
Obsession, ...... OBER CAGGOU ES DCHSARG STDC TIIE 11 
TeL ol Controljean, ae sie a T E 17 
Who wrote the New Testument,...........0..0. 0.000 11 
Evidences of a Future Life, Capt. 11. I Brown...... 11 
Spiritualism, what is it, Col. D. M, Fox............. 17 
Obituaries of Bible Characters, M. P. Rosccrans.... 50 
Spiritualism vs. Orthodoxy, Mrs N. P. Fox.......... 15 
God, Heaven and Hell, spiritualistic view .......... 10 
Autobiography of Henry C. Gordon .............56 15 


Purchase a)l the above at $4.76 


and we will credit you with one year’s subseription to 
Lieut IN THE WEST. 


The Phantom Form, Mrs N. P. Fox, bound......... 1.00 
Golden Key, or Mysteries beyond the Veil, Mrs. N. 

P. Fox, bound....... CE COGS SCORE OGRA COO e Baan 2,00 
Clear Light in the Spirit World, bound ... ......... 1 25 


Thos. P. Hazard’s pamphlets, Modern Spiritua'ism, 
Autobiography of H ©. Gordon, Organization, 
Dearth Penalty a failure, God, Heaven and Hell in 
light of modern spiritualism, five for.............. 

Richards’ Croan, handsomely bound... 

Jeanne PD’ Arc, heorine of New Orleans. 5 

Shadows, nicoly bound: case osese a cee = ce ett 1.25 


Purehase all the above at $7.75 
and we will credit you witn one year’s subscription to 
Liaur ix THE WEST. 

INGERSOLL’S WORKS Paper, bound 


The God Be srir oie ate ROOT nOUL a A Sona ote’ $.50 $1.00 
The Ghosts á Boe b0 1.25 
Some Mistakes of Moses............... iko ARAR £0 1,25 
Interviews on Talmage........ Oded E 10 1.25 
What must I do to be suved 25 

The Christians Religion £0 1.00 


Orthodoxy -c s Sars auina eee eet tater a N 


Vindication of Thos. Paine ..... 10 
Address in the Sivil Rights Bill . 10 
Ingersoll eatechised, just out .....2.2........ (5 


Purchase all the above at $3.00 $6.75 
and we will credit you with one year's subscription to 
I IGHT IN THE WEST. 

Ingersolls’ Lectures 1 volume 13% pages, half calf.. F.00 
Prose Poems and selections—a gem—)ound 2.2 
half calf 4.'0, Turkey Morocco 7.50 full tree 
calf, finest style and finish ............00 peer) 00 

Purchase the two above for $14.0u 
and we will credit you with one year subscription to 

LIGHT IN THE WEST. 

Infidel school Teacher and Handsomest Woman in 
one pamphlet E. D. Slenker,,.......0.e00. eee: 9 20 

Johns Wor E D, SUREE asserire inse cscs ss » 15 


There has another star appeared in the Hast 
away up in Ma‘ne this time and is called the 
Eastern Star. A sample copy may be had by 
sending to @’enburn, Me., or better get it a whole 
year by sending $1. 


DIRECTORY COLUMN. 


This column will be prominent and kept near to 
reading matter for purpose of making it a READY 
REFERENCE where persons can have their Name, 
Address and short notice of business. Each 
Card will have space of one-half inch uniformly 
set in smalltype with the name only displayed. 
Rates: One-half inch inserted one time for $1 40 
six times $6 00, 12 times $10 00. one year $1500 
payable monthly or quarte'ly in advance. 

Address or send drafton St. Louis, New York ot 
Posta! Note, Post Office order, or mall amounts ir 
Registered letter. 

LIGHT IN THE WEST, 


314 Chestnut Street, - - - - - - St. Louis Mo. 


Campbell, R.A. 418; olive St, Teacher and 
practitioner of Psychic Healing and Palmistry, Office houra 
1 to 3 P, M. Consultation free, Correspondence solicited 
Cordingley, Geo. V. independent Slate Writer, 
holds daily and nightly seances at his home, 1604 Pine St.; 
also teaches develloping classes every day and evening, 


Hostetter, Thos. No, 2125 Olive St. St. Lonis 
Mo. Magnetic, Treats diseases with great success, using no 
medicine.—see advertisement in this paper. 


McGindley,Mrs. M. L. Mandan, D, T. 
Clairvoyant and Business Medium. Six questions answered 
for $1. Life Horoscope sent for $2. satisfaction guarantecd 


Mellon, John S. 719 Olive strect., St. Louis, 
has for sale lands in Missouri, Arkansas and Texas, Also 
agent for the St. Louis Wire Steam Washer 


Thayer, Mrs. M. B. 393 west aith st., New 
York City. Seance every Thursday eve. Manifestation of 
flowers, Independant Slate Writing, 


Thom as, Dr. R. M. Cardington, Ohio, Manufac- 
turer of Electro Magnetic Battery and Supporter combined, 
for cither sex Prices $10 & $12. See ad. in this paper. 


OUR CLUB LIST. 


We will send LIGHT IN THE WEST and any 
of the following publications one year at the 
price opposite each, 

Bannerit Wight: secs. een n AD 


Freethinker’s Magazine 1.50 
N D. (OWA KG cs, cnnan e 200 
Religio-Philosophical Journal............. 8.00 
Saint Louis Magazine........ssecceeeeee 1.50 
Mite Nicholas sucscscrsctsonsestecesesaenaaseescusne SO 
The Beacon Light.. . 2.50 
Mier @anibuiry: « ...ssc.cssetess-oeteess eer cv ee 4.00 
The GQ MGS Cria SIRO 
The Golden Gate...... <. 8.00 
The Now Thought......sscccescettscserccee- 2:00 
THe ROSLTUM. neesii e ecccorsan, LOO 
The South’n Cult’r & Dixie Farmer..... 1.50 
Aigher Wat EDMAN aa i eiae ae 1.50 
The Whip.. 2.00 
The Word.... 1.25 


TREE FOR ONE MONTH 


TO INVALIDS medicines Pirnidhea. 


Send six cents for particulars to the wonderfu! healer of 
chronic diseases, 


Dr. FRANKLIN WRAY, Andrew, 


"Free Thinker’s Magazine, 


H L. GREEN, EDITOR and PUBLISHER. 
Published Monthly at Salamanca, N. Y. 
Single Number, 2écts. 

Six Months, $1.00; One Year, $2.00. 
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The Southern Trade Gazette, 


Devoted to the Business Welfare of the South. 
Subscription assas «$1 00 per Year. 
TAS Ie KURE Tan aine n o gianna inns President. 
CHAS. H. SMITH . Secrelaiy and Treasurer, 


EDITOR. 


Gazelle Pub. Co., - -- Louisville, Ky. 
THE GOLDEN GATE. 


A large eight-page Weekly Paper, ‘Devoted 
to the elevation of tumanity in this life, and a 
search for the evidences of life beyond.” J. J. 
Owen, Editor and Manager. Mrs. Martir P. 
Owen, Assistant, San Francisco, Cal. Terms— 
$2.50 per annum. Send for sample copies. 


THE NEW THOUGHT. 


A vigorous f-page journ:], devoted to Spiritualism, 
General Religious and Political Reform. Published 
every saturday by MOSES HULL & CO,, 
at MAQUOKETA, Ja, The organ of the Mississippi 
Valley Ascociation of Spirit alists. 

Terms of Subsciption: 
MUNTERVGU I iret ele as = $1.60 | Ihree mouths .. $.40 
six months 76 | Single numbers. -d 

The New Thought will be sent to new subscribers on 
trial three months, for 25 cents—a sum which barely 
covers the price of blank paper and press- work. 

Address all communications to 

Moses Eiull @ Co. 
MAQUOKETA,; IOW A. 


EE Se Se 


HELPS TO LITERATURE STUDY. 


1. Outline Studies in Holmes, Bryant, Whittier, their 
Poems. 32 pages. 10 cents. 

Outline studies in the » oetry and Prose of James 
Russell Lowell, #1 pages. 10 cents. 


3. Ten reat Novels. Suggestions for Clubs and Priv ate 
Reading 28 pages. 10 cents. A 
4. Selections from Robert Browning and others for Chil- 


dren, Teachers and Parents. 62 pages. 20 cents. 
Unity blubs. Suggestions for the formation of z tudy 
Classes in Literature. 21 pages. 6 cents. 
The Five Pamphlets, post-paid, 50 cents. Address 
CHaates E. Kear & Co., 175 Dearborn st., Chicago. 


BANNER OF LIGHT. 


The oldest journal in the world devoted to the 
SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY. 
Issued weekly at Bosworth Street (form- 

erly poni amery Place), Boston, Mass. 

OLBY and KICH, 
PUBLISHERS & PROPRIETORS. 
Isaac B. Rich, Bus. Ma’g’r, Luther Colby, Edr, Jobu W. Day, Ass't Ed'r. 
Aided by a large corps of able writers- 

Tar Danner is a first-class Family Newspaper 
of EIGHT PAGES—containing FORTY COLUMNS OF 
INTERESTING & INSTRUCTIVE READING-em bracing 
A LITERARY DEPARTMENT, REPORTS OF SPIRITUAL 
LECTURES, ORIGINAL Essays-Upon Spiritual, Phil 
osophical and Scientific Subjects. EDITORIAL DE- 
PARTMENT, SPIRIT-MESSAGE DEPARMENT, and CON- 
TRIBUTIONS by the most talented writers in the 
world, ete., ete. 

Terms of Subsciption. in Advance. 
Per Year. 5 - $3.0 

Six Months, 1.50 
3 Months, š - .75 
Postage Free 

Advertisements published at twenty cents per 
line for the first, and fifteen cents per line for each 
subsequent insertion. 

Subscriptions discontinued at the expiration of 
the time paid for. 

UF" Specimen copies sent free. 


. CO XAND RICEL r 
Publish and keep for saleat Wholesale and Retail 
a complete sale assortment of Spiritual, Progress- 
ive, Reformatory and Miscelaneous Books. 


THE NORTH AMERICAN. 


The Oldest, Largest, Cheapest and Best daily 
newspaper printed in the United States for 1 cent 
a copy or 25 cts a month by mail. 

Large paper, 8 pages, 64 columns, latest news and 
best of reading matter. Send for sample copy to 


THE NORTH AMERICAN, 
PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 


The Great Farm, Industrial and Stock 
Periodical of the South. 

It embraces in its constituency the intelligent, 
progressive and substantially successful farm- 
ers of the South, and as an advertising medium 
far the Merchant, Manufacturer, Stock Maier 
and Professional Man.ig ABSOLUTELY UNRQUALLED. 
Space judiciously employed in its columns 18 al- 
ways remunerative. 


Advertisements, per line, - - ~ 7a 30. 
Subscription, per annum, ~ $1.50. 


Address, CULTIVATOR PUB. cCoO., 
P. 0. Drawer 8. ATLANTA, GA, 


The Franklin Publishing House 


Is the Leading Book and Job Printing, 
Blank Book and Electroty ping 
House in the Sonth, 


CONSULT US BEFORE PLACING ORDERS. 
JAS. P. HARRISON & co., 


h RRISON, | 32 & 34 wW. Alabama St.. 
EE M ‘ ATLANTA, GA 


ee 


The American Nonconformist. 


Edited by James Vincent, and published by | 


H. & L. Vincent, at TABOR, Iowa. 
Now in its VI volume. Devoted to total and 
immediate emmancipation from slavery to bon 
holders. railroad corporations, national banks 
and ecclisiastical dictation. Terma, $1.50 per an- 


CORNS EXTRACTED, 


Without Pain. 
25c each. All troubles of the feet treated in a skillful manner. 


Dr. N. Kennison & Son. 


Also a lady manicure to attend to the Finger Nails 


6234 Olive Street, St. Louis. 


M. GOETTLER and CO. 


1260 S. BROADWAY. 
KEEPS A LARGE LINE OF 


ats! Hats! 


Established 1863. 


Corect Styles at Moderate Prices. 


Nature's own Restorer, Electricity. 


Nba 


_— 


Dr RM, Thomas Bieetru Magnetic Battery and Supporter 
combined has restored many invalid. to health and happi- 
ness, after the most eminent Physicians had failed. Prof. 
A. B. Frenchef Clyde O. says ‘‘your belt has done more 
than you claimed it would for me.’ *Invalids should investi- 
gate this wonder of wonders that is used and endorsed by 
Physicians. Can be worn by either sex,a specific forall kid- 
ney disease, rheumatism, female weakness, general debility, 
nervousness, and mauy ailments flesh is heir to.Price of Belt 
fnrnished in red morrocco $10 white kid $12. when ordering 
send size around back and abdomen. Send Acts in stanips, 
and leading symptoms to Dr. R, M. THOMAS, Lock Box 417 
Cardington, Morrow Cv., Ohio. and he will return you a 
scientific diagnosis, and book of testimonials free. 


Mrs. me. Shaw 
2706 INDIANA AVE, 


SPIRITUAL READER. 


FOR LADIES AND GENTLEMEN. 
Office Hours 10 to 4. Take Gravois Road Cars. 


Mrs. Lankton., 


SPIRITUAL READER 
For Ladies and Gents. 


Hours from8a.m.to6p.m. 
No. 108 North [3th S. Bet, Chestnut & Pine Sts, 


Mrs. 


EMMA MAYER 


Of San Francisco. Cal. 


| Trance Test & Healing Medium. 


Consultations Daily from 9 a. m. to 9 p. m. 
2641 Olive St. St. Louis Mo. 


Tis | 2". Se V7 A 


A responsible and reliable 


CLAIRVOYANT AND CLAIR\UDIANT MEDIUM. 


Gives sittings daily and may be consulted by mail, 


1240 FRANKLIN 


AVE., ST, LOUIS, MO, 


THOMAS HOSTETTER, 


MAGNETIC. 
No. 2125 OLIVE STREET, 


Sie. Ss. MO 
re No Medicine Used. ©} 
At Tlome from 7 to 9 a.m, and from 4 to 7 p. m, 


DR. J. C. PHILLIPS, 
Clairvoyant & Magnetic Healer. 


My powers and skill are well known to the public. 


Correspondence Solicited. 
OMRO, Wisconsin, 


= ry = To those sfMiicted with this 
E terrible disease we say,—do 


not ho discouraged when your physician says your case is 
1 guarantee to cure if you try my special treal- 
Correspondence Solicited. 


MARY DUFF, 
CLAIRDHESCENT PHYSICIAN, 
107 N 8th St. ST. LOUIS, MO. 


Painless Dental Rooms. 


S. E. Cor. Ninth and Washington Ave., 


incurable. 
ment. 


RADOMOKY. 
HOW TO BECOME 


IN YOUR OWN HOME. 


WILL send you a 16-page pamphlet, containing full in- 

structions, and a sealed Letter designating all your phases 
of medjumship, also a copy of The Riddie of the American 
Spiritual Sphinx, or the Lost Key Found, andasample copy 
of N D.C. Axe, for ONLY 1 CENTS in one or two- 
cent stamps. Address J. AL- LeJRERT BLISS, No. 474A, 
Broadway, Boston, Mass. 
Blackfoot's Magnetized Paper, to heal the sick, 
10c. per sheet, or I2sheets for $1.00. 


Develoving Paper'ssi.c07 °°" °°" le 
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E POPULAR RAILWAY 


OF THE CENTRAL STATES. 


LIGHT IN THE WEST. 
TRE 


VANDALIA| 


ILA 


Pennsylvania Route. 


BELT W BEEN 


ST. LOUIS AND NEW YORK AND THE EAST 


Is acknowledged to be the 


QUICKEST, SAFEST and BEST LINE. 


E 


Phrenology & Physiognomy 


Thorough examinations with or with- 
ont chart. Over thirty year’s scientific 
knowledge. Fowler’s works for sale. 


Families visited. Prof. T. M. GUERIN, 
1217 Washington Ave., ST. LOUIS: 


JAS. DURELL, 
SPIRITUAL READER & MAGNETIC HEALER. 


Chronic di-ease treated without medicine. Letters of 
inquiry promptly answered. Important changes of life shown 
and how to prevent them. 

Office Hours from 9 a. m. to4 p.m, 


1217 Washington Ave., ia in - ST. LOUIS, MO 


* THE GREAT 


C.L HERRING. 


Magnetic Physician. 
No medication or electricity. 


Reaching by direct routes all the following 


large cities: 
Hurst’s New [otel, corner 


T. 

Broadway and Ghestnut st., Parlor No. 1, | FOUR Hours Quickest between s A A INDIANAPOLIS, E, 

. DETROIT LAFAYETTE 
oNewY : 7 
3 ; | t Lo S 0 TOLEDO SPRINGFIELD 

Phoenix Book and Stationery Co. S , UiS- New r HANNIBAL, QUINCY, | 
homens aton Cie ise now at 626 Locust street N. Two Trains Daily Each Way With KEOKUK, PEORIA, 

3. corner Tth street, st. Louis. S CITY, COUNCIL BLUFFS 

daz ; Pulen b KANSA ; 

A eenei mare aa Na a ppa ET E a a ST. JOSEPŇ, _ OMAHA, 


Envelopes and Blank Books etc., Periodicals and Papers, 
Spiritual and Scientific Literature a specialty. 


BEN MILLER, 


Fashionable 


HATTER, 


GLOVES, UMBRELLAS, etc. 
G05 Franklin Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


ing Cars, through without change, pass- 
ing through Indianapolis, Columbus, | 
Pittsbarg, and Philadelphia. 


No Change of Cars of Any Class between 


St.Louis & Pittsburg 
Trains Running Through solid. 
RATES as LOW as by any other 


Lines. 


to ticket agents of connecling lines, and 
asing tickets, be sure that they read, 


over 


| Vandalia and Pennsylvania 
Route. 


For further Information apply to 


E. ef. Ford, 


GENERAL PASSENGER AGENT, 
ST.LOUIS, MO. 


DES MOINES, OTTUMWA, 
Embracing the Principal Points of the Six Great 
States of Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa 
and Missouri, with Branch Lines or Close Connec- 
tions to other cities not mentioned above. 


THROUGH ÇLEEPING ÇAR [INES 


Between St. Louis, New York and Boston, via 
Niagara Falls: Chicago and New York, via Detroit 
snd Niagara Falis; St. Louis and St. Paul and 
Minneapolis; St. Louis and Chicago; St. Louis and 
Kansas City; St. Louis and 8t. Joseph; St. Louis 
and Council Bluffs and Omaha; St. Louis and Des 
Moines; St. Louis and Toledo; St. Louis and De- 
troit; Chicago and Kansas City; Kansas City and 
Des Moines; Detroit and Indianapolis. 


THE BEST ROUTE 


Via Detroit or Toledo, to all parts of the 
EAST; via Detroit, Chicago, Ottumwa or 
Des Moines, to all parts of the NORTH; via 
Indianapolis, St. Louis or Kansas City, to all 
parts of the SOUTH; via Kansas City, St. Jo- 
seph or Omaha, to all parts of the WEST. 


Magnetism! 
C. TUCKETT., 914 Locust St. 


My Magnetic Power over Rheumatism, Paraly- 
sis, Neuralgia, Pains in Pit of Stomach, Female 
Complaints and Pains in the Back is wondertut. No 
medicines giyen, Hours, 9 to 12 Sharp. l have the 
highest testimonials in the city. Consultation tree. 


AMERICAN DEPURATING BATH, 


ani 


in pure 


NO LINE CAN EQUAL THE CAR SERVICE 
o 


GREAT WABASH ROUTE 


It includes Handsome New Coaches, Luxurious 
FREE Reclining Chair Cars, the Best Equipped 
Dining Cars on the Continent, the latest and most 
Elegant Pullman Buffet and Sleeping Cars, the 


The American Depurating Bath wili te found superior to 


—— ee Slee 
Art Rooms & Looking Glass Store. 
CHOICE PAISTINGS AND ENGRAVINGS. 


Regilding and Repairing. 


Removing, Hangings, and everything in Looking-Glass and | 


Call or send to 


Geo. M. Harding, 
1225 OLIVE STREET, 8T. LOUIS, MO. 


ST. LOUIS WIRE STEAM WASHER, 


Office 710 Olive Street, St Louis, Mo. 


Picture line. 


Splendid and Novel Mann Boudoir Cars and Pal- 
ace Woodruff Sleeping Cars. 
should determine 


EVERYONE WHO TRAVELS before starting to 


make a portion of hia journey, or all,if possible, 
over the WABASH, ST. LOUIS & PACIFIC RY. 
Any Coupon Ticket Agent in the United States or 


Canada will sell you tickets via the e 
and give all desired information. WABASH 


For Mapa, Time Tables, etc., write to 


F. CHANDLER, Gen'l Pass. and Ticket Agent, 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 


ae ee eee 
THE NEW YORK BEACON LIGHT. 


anything ever offered for the cure of all contagious diseases 
acute andchronic. By this bath pure air is respired at a 
temperature belaw the normal standard of the tue blood, 
the result of which is that the force and frequency of pulse 
are not greatly augmented, and there is less tendency to 
congestion of the brain belng induced than when air at a 
high temperature is respirel, thus obviating the necessity 
of applying ice water to the head, which prevents the dep- 
uration of effete matter from tha surface to which the ice 
water is applied. During the entire time of bathing the 
person ıs completely protected from the inhalation uf effete 
matter and poisonous inhalutions from his own body or the 
bodies of other bathers. The submerging of the body in 
water arrests depuration from the skin, whereas by the ap- 
plication of water in sprays, asin this bath, the elimina 
mony eels mp tar is rapldiy increased. It admits of 
administration of medicated vapor, It i i 
all the wants of household, Public and Het a = tear the c othes as the washing is dune entirely by = 
(See card in Directory Column.) Newel ot p te sy ha cide 
an Or, , S0ap 2 z 
Cash snffici PRICE, $75. wash 25shirts in 25 minutes. 
ash sufficient to cover Express Charges must accompany Orders, The machine passes directly through the clothes and 


Address, WM. CURRAN, Ț. D, 913 N. 14th St, St, Lonis, i | washes them evenly and not in streaks, and bleaches them 


at the same time. PRICE $6.00 


An Independent Weekly Spiritual Journal, 
giving messages from our loved ones in spirit 
life and containing matter of general interest con- 
nected with Spiritual Science. 

Free from controversy and personalities. 

Mrs. M. E, WILLIAMS, Editor and Publisher. 
Subscription Rates: e. 
One Year, $2.00. 6 Mon., $1.10, 8 Mon, $0.50. 
POSTAGE FREE. 
Rates of Advertising: 

One dollar per inch for first insertion; fifty 
cents for each subsequent one. No advertisment 
inserted for less than $1.00 

Specimen Copies sent free on Application, 

Newsdealers supplied by the American News 
Co., 89 and 41 Chambers Street, New York. 

All communications and remittances should 
be addressed to Mrs. M. E. Williams, 

: 232 West 46th St. New York. 


The Greatest Invention of the Age. 


A child eight years old cau operate it. Does not wear or 


The machine will 


180 
Ohio and 
| 5 an le | 
Mississippi Ry 
CINCINNATI, 
LOUISVILLE, 
WASHINGTON, 
BALTIMORE, 
NEW YORK (Tii EAST. 


EZSOLID DAILY TRAINS to 
CINCINNATI and LOUISVILLE 
10 GOURS, with Through Day Cars, Parlor Cars and 
alace Sleeping Coaches. No Change of Cars for any class of 
assengers. 


OD DAILY TRAINS 


To Washington in 28 Hours 
To Baltimore in 29 Hours 


This ind HOURS QUICKER than the fastest time by any 
other line. 

The Day Express has elegant Day Coaches and Luxuriant 
Parlor Cars, from St Louis to Cincinnati, connecting with 
sleeper for Washington and Boston. 

The Night Express has leepers through without change. No 
other line from St Louis runs Through Sleeping Cars to the 
NATIONAL CAPITAL. 


PALACE BUFFET SLEEPING CARS 


are run by the ‘ʻO & M.’’ Night xpress from 


8T. LOUIS to NEW YORK 
Te ae 
Without Change in 39 Hours. 


BEST ROUTE TO JACKSONVILLE 
And Winter Resorts in the Southeast. 
The Double Daily Lines of Parlor Cara and Palace 
Sleeping Coaches by Lhis Line from 
St Louis to Cincinnati & Louisville 
Taking direct connectionsat both points with morning and 
evening Express Trains, having Palace fotel and bleeping 
Cars to Chattanooga, Atlanta, Macon and Jacksonville with- 
out changes 


No Ferries or Transfers by this Route! 
The Only Line running a Sleeping Car 
of any description between 
St Louis & Cincinnati” 


For Tickets, Rates, or any particular infurmation call ou 
icket Agents of connecting lines, Wost, Northwest and 
outhwest. 


Orin St Louis, at 101 & 103 N. Fourth Street. 


W. W. PEABODY, 


Pres’t and General Manager, 
CINCINNATI, ONIO. 


G. D. BACON, Gen’l Western Passenger Agent, 
ST. LOUIS, MO, 


W. B. SHATTUC, 


General Pass’r Agent. 


LIGHT IN THE WEST. 


& TRAINS DAILY TO 23 

Kansas City. 

DIRECT CONNECTIONS AT 
Kansas City and Omaha 
TO ALL POINTS IN THE WEST. 7 

Sp Trains Dally To O 

Leavenworth, Atchison, 

St, Joseph & Omaha. 


Elegant Pullman Palace Sleeping and 
Buffet cars on all trains 


——Chair Cars Free.—— 


- 


Tue [Ron MOUNTAIN ROUTE 


IS THE ONLY LINE DIRECT TO ALL POINTS IN 
ARKANSAS and TEXAS. 
ONLY ROUTE TO THE 
FAMOUS HOT SPRINGS. 
OF ARKANSAS. 

ONLY ONE CHANGE OF CARS BETWEEN 

we... 
St. Louis € Zan Francisco 
Solid Trains Through to 
Memphis, Tenn., and 
GALVESTON, TEXAS. 
Daily line of sleeping cars through to 


MEMPHIS & NEW ORLEANS. 


W. H. NEWMAN, 
Gen’! Trafic Manager. 


a. Loe 


H. C. TOWNSEND, 
Gerl Pass. and Tichst Agt 


UXURY! — 


Srl — = 


Bee Line Route! 
(I. & St. L. and C. C. C. & 1. Ry’s.) 


With its New Equipment, Excellent 
Road Bed, and possessing every ap- 
pliance for Luxurious Travel known 
to be serviceable, offers to passengers 


for 


INDIANAPOLIS, CINCINNATI, 
CLEVELAND, BUFFALO, 


= AN DAI = 


NEW ENGLAND Cities 


Fast Time, Sure Connections, 
= AND. 


Palace Sleeping Coaches 


WHICH RUN THROUGH TO 


NEW YORK 


——AND— 


BOSTON 


WITHOUT CHANGE. 


To persons going WEST or SOUTHWEST on 
pleasuse or business, and to 


Westren Land Seekers 


The accommodations offered by this Line are 
unsurpassed, Direct connections are made for 


all points in 
MISOURI, ARKANSAS, 
TEXAS. KANSAS, 
NEBRASKA, COLORADO, 


CALIFORNIA & MEXICO, 
AVOIDING TRANSFERSSDELAY 


If you contemplate a journey anywhere, do not 
complete your arrangments until you nave seen 
a BEE LINE Agent, who will furnish 


LOWEST RATES 


and give full information. 


AT Suita (BIF, LOUIS} 22 


